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The Publiſher to the Read 
1 : CESS Ser FRG 
HE Autbor's Diſtance the Preſs 
[TE nh pp fr heb 
wors, which it is boped the candid Reader ] 
may ( be pleaſes) refify with bis Pen, 
viz. Page 4. Line 17. for Refection read 
Reflection; P. 46. L. 18. for defects 
3 Wal Mods 
as t 's | 
„ 
that the Manuſcript was extorted ſrom him, | 
end put to the Preſs, for the Benefit of the 
Pablick, in the very ſame Manner as The 
Life of God in the Soul of Man was ta- 
ken from the celebrated Dr. Scougal ; 6 
the poſs, amounting to a very 
Sunil Number, and upon a fine Paper, neat-| 
ty bound, for the Reader's Pocket, it is bop- 
ed che Price, at Que Shilling, will nor be ** 
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07 60 detain the Reader 
with a tedious Iuduction of 
| Particulars anent this Un- 
dertaking, L. ſhall only preſent him 
with the Moti vet that” chiefly. in- 
duced me to this . ublication, which 
are iwo. 


1 $ 
G at 


"THE firſt is with. 1 
70 an Ob jection thut was offercd 
1% /me, who, for one ſingle Exe 

T preſſion , our AARON \ IN 
inſiſting upon t urity 'of our 

10 744 150 would _ condemn 
Ihe we Bok; fo I thought it a 
1 very 


— 
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| reat Loſs to the Publick, 
1 pioug and devout a Tres- 
tiſe Toould be depretiated for the 


raſh or. precipitant Miſtakes 
"V; a Ne, reds are, & #4 
1 he allowed others the 

« {Comforts of Wedlock, and 


honoured Marriage with his 
« Preſence,” ver he ehoſe the 


ee Wen ths opti 
„ Bed“ Ed bur gh Ear 17 39. 
Page 26. 5 


3 TS, | Town, did not a lit- 
te excite #rioſfity to e 
The Bok 205 al the 2 — 
uni Attention I was capable /, 
until ¶ naue myſelf pretty well de 
yuainted ith the Author's Scope 
wn — Y treating the whe 
9 5 Subje@t 8 
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The PxEFACE v 
dubject, whereby, being not onl 
3 with the —— M Ave 
nd Stile, together with what I 
bad formerly heard of the reverend 
Doctor Henry Scougal's Charac- 
er, both as to his unuſual Pro- 
preſs in Piety and Literature, 
ſpecially being ſo very young, 
[ thought myſelf engaged in his 
Ouarrel, being alſo a young 
Perſon aiming at the {ame Pro- 
efſion ; and as 1 take the Expreſ- 
ton forecited to be pure and inof- 
enſive, ſo I cant 75 any Shadow 
of Reaſon for giving it the op- 
5 5 0 3 or 
Prophanity : All that. the Au- 
thor could have beeu ſuppoſed to 
inſinuate by it, is only that our 
bleſſed Saviour, being clothed with 


Humanity, and ſubject to the fame 


22 | nfir- 
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8 "Infirmities with ourſelves, hir il. 
"Iuſtrious "Example of Abſtinence 
From ſuch Gratifications, as well 
of the human Race, in the preſent 
Conſtitution of our Natures, are. 
—— ubjefed unto, is ber e 
more remar 100 diſplayed; and, 10 
ſe the Author's own Words iv 
 Jome few Lines of the ſame Trea- 
tiſe, two Pages poſterior to the 
2 ion in debate, he confirms 
this Obſervation, and explains his 
own Hentiments, when iuſi 
upon the Humility of = 95 5 
fed Saviour, viz, © He had none] 
of thoſe Sins and Im 
< tions which may juſtly N 
ple the beſt of Men; but he 
« was fo intirely ſwallowed up 
with a deep Senſe of the infi- 
« nite Perfections of God, that 
ES 2 « he 
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« he appeared as nothing in his 
% o) Eyes; 1 mean, ſo ſar as 
< he was a Creature.” Ibid, E. 
ſent dit. 1 28. or, which is the 
ame Thing, ſo fur as he a 

ir that T / — 15 
Jonging to 1 ar Creatures, 


THE ſecond Reaſon is is ocou · 
ſioned from another Objection 
made againſt that ſmall Treatiſe, 
by a certain Set pretty well 
known, who as precipitantly brand 
1 with Arminian and Socinian 
Dodrines, &eE. without 
ring the leaft Quotation from the 


Jeg Author's Performance 10 


upport their Charge againſt it. 
Whether they imagine, the giving 


the bare Names of Socinianiſm 


and * is —_ 
72 
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Authority to condemn it, without 
- ever examining into the Subſtance 
thereof, ar from what other 
Views they proceed upon, I am at a 
Loſs to know ; however, if I may 
preſume to deſire them, as Meu 
and Chriſtians, to peruſe it with- 
out partial Prejudices ; andif they, 

aud all others, 'who ſhall be /o 

happy as to join, with the Reading 


* «al — wot# des m „ a= oa 


thereof, the devout Practice of 


' that ſolid Piety therein injuned, 
it is very probable there will be 
10 Foundation to quarrel abruptly 
with the Performance ; but, on 
the contrary, to eſteem it an ex- 
cellent and inſtrudtive practical 
Niere of its Kindl. 


A to. ax other Gate 
concerning the Method that the 
TY Au- 
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Author 8 tredting "this 
Sache, it i, well deu, that 
all the ieren Methods ue hr 
bitrary-to+ Aulbor; it ought 
therefore 0 be 9 Prejullite a - 
gainſt him more tun ther, 'that 


he "does . 1 ˖ 
aular 1 ph . 


aer e Ved eee, 


r ' HOVEVER, 7 tim 
enriches reed 
| oui , as we 
us with the” good Senje of "more 
advanced Years, apolo gies 0 
himſelf, in Part HI. 
« But here, /ays he, 1 81.85 
“ livermg my -own Thoughts, 
1 ſhall chance to differ from 
% what is, or may be ſaid by 
the « others in this Matter, I woul 
Yo f &« not. 
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Author we 
£ 2 


__ 


_ = 6 holy Perſons, that they have 
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'& than Phyſicians do whe 


2 propoſe. the Method he jud- 
by pretend, that the Cure can 


. hath occaſioned much unne: 


« — 5 —— have ſeendeſcrib- 


not be thought to contra- 
8 dict and oppoſe them, more 


they preſcribe ſeveral Reme- 
« for the ſame Diſeaſe, 
« — 21 perhaps are all uſeful 
« and good. Every one may 


ges moſt proper and conve 


“ nient; but he doth not there- 


5 never be effected unleſs that be 
« exactly obſerved. I doubt it 


e ceſſary Diſquietude to ſome 


not ſound ſuch a regu ar and 
“ orderly. IL ranſaction in their 


t din — that they have 
not N through all - thoſe 
« Steps 


wo 


The PREFACE mw 
* Steps and Stages of Conver- 
. flew, n N 0 
* have felt them in themſelves) 
; ſeveral Ways of dealing with — 
che Souls of Men, and it fuf- 
* thods have been.“ 


UPON the Whole, if this © 
wor Eſſay of mine ſhall be jud- 
Wed worthy Notice or Eſteem 
rom the Publick, — 8 the 
nds therein propoſed, 
either r 2 * 
Labour, nor the needleſs Ex- 
eptions againſt this Performance. 
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ö HE three Miſtakes about Religi- 
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ne placing it in orthodox Notior 
and Opinions farther illuſtrated 4 
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/ Performances, 
bervations upon rapturous Heats and 
| extatick Devotion, 5 
[he Author's Method of treating the 
Subject farther illuſtrated, 10 
Jie Nature F-4 the animal Life and its 
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The Anthor's Method of treating the Fe 
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WE you, yaung SCOVUGAL, paint 

the Life divine, 

From thy Original I copy mine; 

Sublime, through Air (O high born Soul) 
thou'ſt ſoar'd 

To Manſions bleſt, in Preſence of thy 
Lord: 

Your Days on Earth divinely ſwift did 
fly ; 

Your early Bent was far beyond the Sky, 

Now ſtarry Glories blaze around thy 
Head. | | 

The Soul till lives, altho' the Body's 

Your Tra@ preſents us with a noble 

Of ch' Life of God, as here ir ſhin'd in 
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| Sour of MAN. 
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AS chat valuable Performance, in- 

ritled, The Life of GOD in tbe 
Soul of Man, was not primarily 
intended to be expoſed to publick View, 
being only a private Letter which paſſed 
Prom the Author to a certain noble Lord 
k his Acquaintance, for whoſe private 
Uſe it ä ſo thoſe who have 
ever 


2 Notes upon, andi Illiſtrations of, 
ever been acquainted with ir by reading, 
or felt its happy Fruits and Effects work- 
ing in the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 
their Minds, are obliged to the following 


* 


Accident for its Publication. 


AFTER the original Manuſcript had 
fallen into the Hands of ſome, who were 
ſowell pleaſed with the Elegancy of th 
Stile, Clearneſs of Expreſſion, as well 
as the ſhort and compendious Merhod 
| of handling the Subject, they thought 
li it a great Pity ſuch a publick Good 
ſhould be ſo much 'confined, without be- 
ing made more extenſively uſeful and be- 
. neficial to Mankind. 


THAT learned Gentleman, and emi- 
nent Divine, to whom rbe manuſcript 
Copy was ſhewn, and who publiſned this 
practical Tract in the Author's Lifetime, 
gives this noble Character, both of him 
and the Performance, in a few Words. 
That che Book was a Tranſcript of 
<- thoſe. divine Impre ſſions that were up- 
c on his own Heart; and that he wrote 
c notbing herein, but what himſelf did 
well know and feel.?? Which Charac- 
| 1 88 * n oh 


. _ 
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4 Notes upon, and Illifirations of; 


Tnoꝰ it muſt be acknowledged by all 


the thinking Part of the World, tbat 


Without a thorough Comprebenſion of 
the neceſſary and eſſential Doclrines of 
Religion, none can be denominated of 
ſuch a Character, more than one can be 
called a great Philoſopher, who is not 
well skilled in the chief Branches of that 
Science: Yer it is equally certain, that 
the bare Knowledge of a Crced, or Sy- 
ſtem of Divinity, however orthodoxly 
framed, can never make one a thorough 
Chriſtian, without additional Circum- 
ſtances belonging to his Character. It 
concerns all, therefore, who would ap- 
— themſelves to God, and the inward 
Refections of their own Minds, to brin 

down their Orthodoxy from their Hea 

to their Hearts, that, being ſound in both 
at once, their religious Characters may be 
more regular and uniform, as well as 


more juſtly ſounded. The Notions that 


float in the Brain, and come fliding off 
the Tongue with Eaſe and Fl „with- 


out a ſound Heart and a regular Practice, 


are but forry Recommendations ot Per- 
ſons in the Sight of their Maker, who 
is the ſole Judge of real Worth and Ex- 
1 cellency, 


.celleney, and the Standard of all Per- 


The Life of God in the Soul of Man, 5 


fection. 8 

Ir is by no Means thoſe who make the 
loudeſt Noiſe in the World, for certain e- 
ſtabliſhed Standards and Syſtems, and in- 
flicting Cenſures upon ſuch whom rhey + 
imagine to be Hereticks, however Zea- 
louſly purſued, that will make them ac- 
cepted in the Sight of God, unleſs they 
ſquare their Lives in a Conformity to the 
Law and the Teſtimony, Tbeſe are the 
ſole Standards, and infallible Criterious or 
Touchſtones of genuine and fincere Chri- 
—— without which nothing elſe can a- 
vall us. | | DE oe SY 


, NEITHER is the modith Diſtinction of 
religious Secs, or the Shibboleth of Par- 
ties, to be held in ſuch Veneration, as if 
they were the ſole diſtinguiſhing Charac- 
teriſticks of our Diſcipleſhip: for, rill 
one has a new Revelation, to alter his O- 
pinion in this Matter, he can never be 
induced to think that the grand Queſtion, 
at the Day of general judgment, will 
turn upon this narrow Point, To whar 
Sect or Party did you join yourſelves? 
On the contrary, we are pretty well .af2 
n A 3 ſured, 


Pr — — 
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ſured, from the preſent Revelation, or, iſ © 
in other Words, the Speech and Delive. < 
: ry of God to his rational Creatures, that | © 
the grand Query will be propoſed to eve- © 
ry one much after this Manner, when our 
| bleſſed Lord, who aſſumed our Natures, 
ſhall judge us, with the Choir and Reti- 
nue of his holy Angels, and beſpeak us 
thus. Now, Q human Race, are ye 
ce all aſſembled before my Tribunal, to 
* receive your laſt and irrevocable Sen- 
< rence, either of Happineſs or Miſery, 
© When I came to this lower World, 
< clothed with the innocent Infirmities of 
< human Nature, my ſole Deſign and In- 
« rention, when I parted with my Fa- 
ce ther's Glory, was to reſtore Mankind, 
© who were ſunk in a degenerare State, 
1 ce to the Favour and Friendſhip of Hea- 
ce ven: To accompliſh which glorious | 
e Defign, I both did. and ſuffered in your 
« Room and Stead; to which bear Wit- 
ct neſs Pontius Pate, the then Roman Go- 
ct yernor, Judas who betrayed me, and 
& ye Jews, all here preſent, who three 
cc Ties cried, Crucify bim. According- 
ce ly, While on this Earth, I inculcated 
% upon you, both by Parable, Precept 
and Sermon, rhe Duties of var Re 
55 ; = L 
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The Life of God in the Soul of Man. 7 
or, © Religion, that as ye conformed your 
ive- << Lives to the Rules, Doctrines, Prin- 
har e ciples and Truths of ir, ſo ye ſhould 
ve- e be either happy or nor, in after State 
our N of Exiſtence; to this the Apoſtles can 
res, Ce witneſs, and their Succeffors in Office, 
eti- „ from Age to Age, will teſtiſy. Be- 
t us ing now about to ſeparate the Pre- 
2 ye e cious from the Vile, I ask you, Who 
to bas improved the Offers of the Goſpel? 
en- Who has had Faith, Hope and Charity, 
ry. „ Patience, Virtue, Temperance, and all 
rid, F< the Graces of the Chriſtian Life, in a 
3 of WE lively and vigorous Exerciſe» Who 
In- has depended upon my Merits and Pur- 
Fa- chaſe for Salvation, with the Aſſiſtan- 
| « ces of the Divine Spirit in the Per- 
« formance of theſe Duties? Who has 
ce ſuffered Martyrdom for my Cauſe in the 
c World? Or, at leaſt, if Providence 
« has denied you an Opportunity, have 
« any of your Reſolutions been ſtrong 
e that Way? Who has lived above the 
« World, and the dazling Splendor of 
« Life > Whoſe Luſts bave been morti- 
&« fied > Whoſe Paſſions moderared, and 
* Pride ſubdued 2 Let ſuch who are thus 
« antecedently prepared, come hither and 
receive their Reward. Ye who are 

CO  & Ytran- 


8 Notes upon, and Illuſtrations of,” 
& Strangers to theſe and the like Diſpo. 
sé ſitions of Mind, depart from me to 


& eternal Miſery, Horror and Puniſh: 
Fe ment.“ . | 2 


The next Miſtake in religious Matters, 
is, laying the whole Streſs of it upon the 
outward Means, ſuch as, living peacealiy 
_ with their Neighbours, and the like. Be. 
ing luckily prevented from ſaying any 
Thing upon this Head, by the Author of 
the Chriſtian Life *, the beſt Service l 
could do, is to repeat his Words, who 
gives the following briet Diſtinction be. 
twixt the Religion of che Means, and that 
of the End. The Religion of the Means 
& (ſays he) ĩs to be conſidered in no other 
& Light than as it is conducive to the End, 
& which is our Happineſs. And farther 
cc adds, It is only as a Scaffold to the 
ce Building, which, when that is reared 
ce up, the other will be thrown down, as 
& uſeleſs and cumberſom; and doubtleſs 
ce the Apoſtle refers to this in that Paſſage, 
cc When that which is perfed is come, then 
te that which is in Part ſhall be done __ * 


Dr. Scot's Chriſtian Lafee. 
8 Db 
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Tun Religion of the End being the 
Building, when once compleated it will 
eternally ſtand ; -whereas the Religion of 
the Means will have an Eud with this pre- 
ſent Life, and in the other there can be no 
Occaſion for it; and therefore the Meta- 
phors are ſtrictly juſt and expreſſive of the 
eſſential Differences bet wixt the Wo. 


Bur farther, another Set of Men place 
Religion in the Afections, in rapturous 
Heats, and extatick Devotion, &c. Though 
theſe violent Sallies and Emotions may 
have their firſt Riſe from ſome ſerious. 
Moods at a Time, yer they are always 
obſerved io be ſudden in their Impreſſions, 
and inconſtant in Duration; as the Scrip- 
ture Phraſe is, /ike the Morning - Cloud, and 
the early Dew, ſoon paſſing away. This In- 
conſtancy and Levity ot Mind may eaſi- 
ly be accounred for, from the natural Con- 

itution, without ſuppoſing Religion to 
have any Concern in the Caſe, it being the 
Effect of ſtrong Paſſions, violent Deſires 
and Averſions, proceeding from the cor- 
real Texrure of ſome, whoſe Organs of 
enſe are perhaps more delicate than o- 
thers, in conſequence of which they more 
quickly 


— 
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uickly yield ro the Impulſes of ey 
ſtriking Fancy and prepoſſeſſing Inclinati. 
on; ſo, tho? they take a Catch of religi. 
ous Objects by the Way, and feel extraor. 
dinary Tranſports ot Soul, yet no great 
Streſs can be laid upon them, unlefs we 
had certain Evidences of their Uniformi- 
4: Beſides, ſuch ſudden Flaſhes and Rap- 
tures have frequently jetted our into oppo: 
fir: Extremes; which fickle and uncertain 
Principles of Action have, in all Apes, 
gained the different Denominations of En- 
chuſiaſts and Hypoecrites to ſuch as were 
ruled by them. e e 


. AFTER: baving given an Account o 

thoſe Miſtakes; and ſhewn their great 
Diſtance from true Religion, our Author 
now proceeds to a Definition of it, which 
is both conſonant to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon and Revelation, chat thoſe who would 
be united to God onght to tranſcribe, in their 
Natures, thoſe glorious and adorable Perfec- 
tions which are ſo juſtly admired in the di- 
vine. Which may be fitly called an Axi- 
om of common Senſe and Reaſon; for 
without Likeneſs and Congruity there can 
be no Agreement among Mankind: here 
upon Earth: And can we reaſonably ſup- 


pole 


b. 
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ery {poſe that ĩt will be orherwaysin Heaven? 
ati. ¶ Doubtleſs there can be no Enjoyment'of 
igi- | God without Love; no Participation of 
or. the divine Nature without his Image pre- 
-ear viouſly drawn upon our Souls. And this 
e our Saviour intimates ro us, in that Meta- 
mi · ¶ phor of the Vine and the Branches, Jobn 
ap- IAV. 4. and the Apoſtle, in the Ephe/:" ii. 
10. and in many other Places in ſacred 
Writ, which could be adduced were it 
needful. a 3 


H now goes on to expreſs the Nature of 
true Religion, by uſing the Term of a di- 
vine Lite, and then produces the Reaſons 
that determined him to this Method of 
treating the Subject, which are two; firſt, 
its Permanency and Stability, and then 
its Freedom and Unconſtrainedneſs. As to 
the firſt; taking Religion in the Senſe of 4 
divine Life, we may eaſily obſerve, both 
from the Deſcriptions that are given of it 
in its original Syſtem, the ſacred Ofacles, 
and from the Practice of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, the great Founder of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, as well as of his Diſciples, that 
it is here very juſtly repreſcnted a regular 
and uniform Conduct of Life, being as ne- 
ceſſary to form a truly religious Character, 
beg as 
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as a fickle and unconſtant Judgmenris to 
proclaim one a Fool in the Eyes of a 
Thinking World. From the natural De- 
ſire of Happineſs implanted in the original 
Frame and Conſtitution of human Na- 
ture, the vicious and worſer Sort of Men 
may, at ſome Times, be convinced of 
the Neceſſity of doing ſomething for the 
Welfare and Advantage of their immor- 
tal Souls; but, where Religion is not 


8 rightly founded, theſe Reſolutions will 
a 


no longer than the firſt Tempta- 
tion preſents itſelf ro their Minds, and 
they will quickly ſtart back again to the 
old Courſes, which Prejudices and in- 
veterate Cuſtoms have ſtrongly attached 
them to. The Metaphors here uſed are 
ſoſignificant and expreſſive of the Thing 
itſelt, that I need nor farther inſiſt. In 
this Paragraph our Author very judici- 
ouſly makes ſome Allowances even for 
good Men themſelves, as the divine Life 
does not always continue to have the ſame 
Efficacy upon their Lives and Practices. 
For while they are confined to this terreſ- 
trial State of Abode, while human Nature 
continues to be what it is, in whatever 
Sbape we pretend to account for irs origi- 
nal Depravity and Corruption, we _ 
„ n 
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to find ſad Decays of Piery, even amongſt 
ff a l ibe beſt of Men, as they are encompaſſed 
De. about with the Temptations of the Devil, 
inal the World, and the Fleſh, whoare repre- 
ſenred in Scripture as the three grand Op- 
poſers of human Happineſs: Beſides, 
while they are clogged with Fleſh and 
Blood, they are liable ro Infirmitics as 
well as others, which cannot be prevent- 
ed; but then they are never ſo far aban- 
doned of God, and a Senſe of true Good- 
neſs, as trrecoverably to fall into the 
Plunge. of Vice and Wickedaeſs, which 
would neceſſarily terminate in their Ruin 
nor are they always governed by thoſe 
corrupt and unhallowed Paſſions, which 
ſway and determine the Practice of the 
Vicious, elſe there could be no Diſtinction 
bet wixt the two Sorts of Perſons. 


AGAIN, as to the Freedom and uncon- 
ſtrainedneſs of the divine Life, rho? it muſt 
be confeſſed, that, before it arrives to 
that Pitch of Perfection, as to become a 
free inward and ſelt- moving Principle of 
ure the Mind, it will require the utmoſt La- 
ver bour and Diligence, both as to Study, 
gi- Time and Watchfulneſs; yet, when once 
all I it is in a confirmed * it will flow on 

515 2A in 
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in a ſmooth and eaſy Manner, and be Ap 
come the true and proper Element of ourfſkua 
. Natures. Arfirſt, indeed, it will be dil. 
-ficulr, bur by Steps and Degrees it wilt 
-paſs from being difficult to be rolerable, 
from being tolerable to be eaſy, and at laſt, Þ/ 
by Habit and Experience, to become th: 
ſole Delight of the Soul. It is obvious roi 
every one, that human Learning is not the 
Work of a Day, or of Years, but muſt be 
acquired by Study and Time, Inference po 
ad Obſervation. In like manner, the 
manual Trades, ſo uſeful in out ware 
Life, are got by ſet Times of Apprentice. 
ſhip, ere thoſe who are inclined to proſe 
cute them can be Maſters of the Buſineſs: 
And do we imagine that Religion, ſo ab- on 
ſolutely neceſſary to the preſent as well as 
future Happineſs ot Mankind, is to be ob- 
rained all of a ſudden, eſpecially as this is 
not an Age of Miracles > When, ar laſt, 
Ir becomes the governing Principle of our 
Actions, then Love to God and true Good- 
neſs are ſo far from being cold and lan- 
guid, that, on the contrary, both are ac- 
tive and vigorous. Such happily diſpoſed 
Souls need few Incitements to Duty; for, 
as Food and Liquor are vehemently de- 
ſired to gratify the natural Cravings of che 
60 5 Appetites 


us to 
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\pperites of Hunger and Thirſt, ſo ſpiri-. 
ual Food is as eagerly ſought after by 


ſuch Perſons, In this Part of the Trea- 


iſe our Author rides Marches bet wixt ex 
ernal Motives and internal Principles of 
Action. In the Infancy of the divine 


Lite, it is here granted that external Mo- 


ives have their own Weight, to ſtir up 
bis internal Principle, as was formerly 
inted, the one is tbe Means to bring a» 
bout the other, which when obtained the 
End is reached, N $54 


Tuouonu Cuſtom, Education, with 
ther Things here named, have a conſide- 


Sable Influence upon moſt of buman Acti- 


dus, yet, when they are deſtiture of this 
generous and difintereſted Principle, theſe - 
ver produce ſuch happy Effects, but 
move on in a ſluggiſh Manner, like a Bur- 
den upon our Natures. | 


AFTER having given the Reaſons chat 


Jinduced him to bandle the Subject after 


this Manner, he now proceeds to ſhew, , 
That: Religion, both in regard of God its 
Autboy, as well as from the Nature of the 


Thing itſelf, is juſily ſo expreſſed * the 
er / ectious, the 1 


Reſemblance of the diving 
Dm B 2 


mage 
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mage of the Almighty, &c. Before ht 
enters upon à more particular Conſidera. 


tion of the Nature, Properties and Ef. 
tects of the divine Lite, he preſents us 


with a Deſcription of the natural or à· M 


nimal one, which prevails in thoſe that 
are Strangers to the other; as alſo of rhe 
Lengrhs that ſome may go upon the Foot- 
ing of this Principle, and yer all the 
While be Strangers to true Religion, 


Tu Definition of the animal Life is 
obvious: Its Root and Foundation being 
Senſe, imports the Senſations of Pleaſure 
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by theſe Oppoſites. It is juſtly obſer- 
ved by our Author, that, as theſe Appe- 
tites are implanted in us by Nature, they 
are neither vicious nor blameable, but In- 
ſtances of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
our Creator, as tending to the Preſerva- 
tion and Safety of our Lives. To evince 
this farther, in a few Parriculars, The 
Apperires of eating and drinking are ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of our Fail Bo- 
dies, without the Gratificarion of which, 
in a reaſonable Degree, they would crum- 
ble down to their original Duſt. The 
Paſſian of Self. Love, in a certain _ 

ure, 


{uri 
ſuc 
juſt 
(ul! 
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hel ſure, is allowable, as it puts us upon uſing 
era: ſuch Means as are bighly requiſite for our 
Ef. N juſt Defence and Security, againſt the In- 
u ſults and vicious Attempts ot ill- deſigning 
a. Men, who other ways would deprive us 
hat Jof ſuch a Share of the Neceſſaries and 
the Conveniencies of Life as are allotted to us. 
ot · | The amorous Inclinations of the Sexes are 
the Þ farcher implanted in us, as the Means for 

the Propagation of the human Species, 

and the Continuance of our Race from 
is Age to Age. But as we have th:ſe natu- 

ral Appetites and Propenſions in common 
ure with Animals to whom we reckon our- 
tra ſelves much ſuperior, ſo our principal 
er- | Care and Study ought ro be, to cultivate 
pe · and improve our Reaſon ro ſuch Advan- 
1ey | rage, that this Candle of the Lord, thining 
In. ¶ within us, may teach us both how ro mo- 
of derate their Exceſſes and quicken their 
/a- | Defects ; other ways, inſtead of anſwering 
ice che Ends for which they were originally 
he iatended, they may prove bighly detrimen- 
1e-' ¶ tal to our beſt and molt valuable Intereſts. 


h, | As to the various Tendeneies of the a- 
n- {| wmal Life, tbey may juſtly be ſaid, as in 
be that Paragraph of our Author's, to ariſe 
a- Brom Conſlitution, Education, Wit, and 
re, : B 3 Judgment. 
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TOES. Thar there are different Con- 

itutions of Body and Mind, is as evident 
as different Faces, Voices and Hand- wri- 
tings among Men; that moſt of human 
Actions receive a Tincture from Educa- 
tion, is equally diſcernible; that ſome are 
endowed with brisker Parts, and others 
with ſlower Apprehenſions, is as certain 
a Truth: But to ſhe the Beauty and Re- 
gularity of all theſe ſeeming Contrarieties 
in the various Diſtributions of human Life, 
and how theſe Things muſt be ſo from the 
Nature of the Laws that obtain in the 
Univerſe, would make theſe Notes and Il. 


luſtrations nor only ſwell beyond the Trea- 


riſe irſelf, but ro afar greater Bulk. The 
laſt and greateſt Height to which one may 
fly dy the Wings of this natural Principle, 
is, tothe diligent Search and Study of di- 
vine Truths, which is here mentioned. 
Doubrleſs there are numberleſs Points in 
Divinity tbat may exerciſe the ſpeculative 
Part of Mankind, ſuch as the Neceſſity 
of Religion in general, the Reaſonable- 
neſs of its Doctrines, the great Light that 
the Chriſtian Scheme, in particular, has 


ſhed abroad in the World, and the mani- 


teſt Connection that it has with the pu- 
blick Good of Societies, as well as _ 
* A : Hs. E 


Member thereof. 1181 


« FRoM the Knowledge of ancient Hi- 
ſtory,” one may ſhew how unlikely it was 
for Chriſtianity to bave bad ſuch. Foating 
in the World, by reaſon of rhe Oppofirion 
ir mer with in its infant State, from the 
Jews, heathen Emperors and Philoſophers, 
who were prejudiced againſt it, from the 
Nature of its Doctrines, (ſo centrary to 
the prevailing Faſhions of theſe Times) as 
well as from the firſt Condition of its 
Teachers: All theſe, and rhe like, may be 


made appear, by one who is altogether a 


Stranger to its divine Power and Influence. 


Nax, this natural Principle, when un- 
der the Conduct of Reaſon and Judgment; 
may ſo wor k upon ſome Minds, as to cauſe 
them compoſe many excellent Diſcourſes 
upon religious Subjects, meerly to ſhew 
their Oratory or Dexteriry inthe declaim- 
ing Arr. Others, again, it may diſpoſe 
to no ſmall Appearance of Devotion, and 
make them zealous to maintain and ſup- 
port the particular Sect and Party unto 
which they have ſtaked down themſelves: 
But all theſe Perſons are only * 

185 | ou 
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Youth in the Goſpel, derained in the outer 
Threſholds, without being admitted into 
the inner Courts, and ſeem only to con- 
tent themſelves with the Husk and Shell, 
without penetrating into the Subltance. 


Tux Scripture Metaphors made uſe of, 
to adumbrate the Natute of the Happi- 
neſs of the heavenly State, may eaſily en- 
liven a poetical Imagination, inkindle a 
rapturous Heat of Love in the Breaſt of a 
hor-brain'd Enthuſiaſt, and make one with 
to be there, tho? he is an utter Stranger 
to ĩt in the Temper and Diſpoſicion of his 


Mind. As to the melancholick Devo- 
tion of ſome, proceeding from the natural 
Conſtirution, enough bas been ſaid upon 


thar'Subje& already by others of abler 
Pens, which we ſhall not bere reſume. 


Tuo our Author makes all reaſonable 
Allowances to the Principles of this natu- 
ral Life, as they may at ſome Times prove 

ncitements ta the Love of Virtue, and 
the Hatred of the groſſer Vices, which 


ſink us below the Dignity of our rational 


Natures, and put us upon a Level with 
the Brutes, yet, at the ſame Time, he moſt 


juſtly cautions us againſt lay ing the whole 


Streſs 


— 


_ 
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Streſs of Religion upon theſe ourward At- 
rainmerits, e 4 


- HAvING already ſaid whar is ſufficient 
upon the Principles of this anima! Life, 
he now haſtens, as it were, with eager. 
Steps, to purſue the divine, that Life. 
which is hid with Chriſt in God, as he 
terms it. That Senſe was the Foundati- 
on of the natural Life, he formerly obſer- 
ved; now he comes to treat of Faith, the 
Root and Foundation of the divine. Its 
chiet Branches, according to the Scheme 
laid down, are Love ro » Charity to 


berwixr Faith, the Original of the divizey 
and Senſe, the Spring of the anima Liſe, 
is deſcribed uno us; Senſe _ a feeling 
of natural, and Faith a Kind of Senſe or 
teeling Perſwaſion of ſpiritzal Things: 
The Chriſtian Notion of Faith is alſo ac 
counted for in the lapſed State of numan 
Nature, as having a peculiar Relation to 
God's Declarations of Mercy to Sinners 
through a Mediator. Tho? Faith, in the 
general Acceptation ot the Word, ex- 
rends irſelt to all Kinds of divine Truths, 
yet this is the great one in which Sinners 
of Mankind are principally a 
H 
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Tus Definitions of each of thoſe 
Branches of the Chriſtian Life, together 


te 


with the Accounts of them in ſuch a rati- 


onal and divine Manner, are ſuch, that 


there is no Room left ſor any to enlarge; 
whoever are this Way diſpoſed, in the 


Tempers and Diſpoſitions of their Minds, 


need not pry into the hidden Rolls of 
God's Decrees, to ſee what is there deter- 


mined anent their everlaſting Condition; 


_ doubtleſs, in this Paſſage, he has a View to 
the incautious Method of handling the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination, which bas 


Canal Foo Ie 


der * * dr Difcouregemem 10 


many piouſly diſpoſed Souls, accordin 
to the Way in which ſome have ſcrewe 
it to the urmoſt Rigour: Bur I am unwil- 
ling to launch out into thoſe myſtick Ma- 
zes, as they are fat above the Reach of bu» 


man latellects, far leſs ha ve they any Con- 
cern with practical Religion, as the regu - 
lar Performance of our Duty is, or, at 


leaſt, ought to be the main Scope and In- 
tention of all our Actions: For however 
much we wrangle about theſe perplexing 
Diſputes in this World, we muſt, in the 
Ifue, after racking our Brains to little or 
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no valuable Purpoſe, leave them to be de · 
termined in a future State. | 


Nx now procceds to conſider Actions 


as diſtinguiſhed from Words, being more 


expreſſive of the inward Principles of Re · 


ligion from whence they ſpring. Virtu- 
ous and good. Actions, to be ſure, are, in 
their own Nature, lively and permanent; 
whereas the Pomp and Ornaments of all 


Languages wharſoever, without them, 


are, as the Apoſtle, when ſpeaking of 
Charity, compares them to a tinklimg 
Profs and a founding Cymbal, of no Va- 
ue 83 v4 

| AND now, where could he have chos 
ſen a better or more exact Plan of Con- 
duct, than that of our bleſſed Saviour's, 
whoſe Actions are the univerſal, Pattern 
to all who ſuſtain the Chriſtian Character? 
The Way to Virtue, by Precept, is long, but by 
Example ſbort, ſays the Pbiloſopher. The 
four Branches of the divine Lite, former- 
ly mentioned, as they are exemplified in 
the Life and Actions of our bleſſed Sa vi- 
our, are now diſcourſed of. With reſpe& 
to his Love to God four Things are men- 
tioned, Firſt, His Reſignation to the di- 
13 B vine 
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vine Will. Whoever would imitate his 
glorious Example herein, muſt endeavour 

to bring himſelf up, as much as poſſible, 
to the ſame Temper and Diſpoſition of 
Mind : Thus with he reaſon with bim- 
ſelf, even when his own Will is contradic- 
ted in the moſt conſiderable Ipſtances, 
« What am I, a poor filly Atome in the 
c Creation, to repine againſt rhe Deter. 
de minations of the World's great Ruler > 
„ Is he only wiſe, juſt and good, when 
c he grarifies my Deſires? and does he 
tc ceaſe to exerciſe tbeſe glorious Perfec- 
* tions when I am contradicted ? Is he 
te obliged to alter the general Laws of 
& Nature, which are wiſely intended to 
ec promote the Good of the Univerſe, to 
cc 3 my particular Humour? Am I 
ct beſt Judge of what is fitteſt to be done 
4 upon the Whole, that I ſhould pre- 
ec ſume to preſcribe to unerring Wiſdom 
te and conſummate Goodneſs? Baniſh, 
et therefore, all murmuring Thoughts, O 
c my Soul! and utter no harſh Words, 
* O my Tongue! tor I am in the beſt 
« H ho will manage my private 
t Concerns in ſuch a Manner as moſt 
r conſiſts wich the general Good of the 
E Whole. 1 „ 4 
e | 2dly, H 
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our WM 2dly. Hrs Diligence in performing the 
ble, wil or his heavenly Father, is another 
1 of | exemplary Inſtance of his divine Beha- 
im- viour, The Labour, Aſſiduity and Dili- 
dic- gence that the Chriſtian requires, in the 
ces, I Courſe of his Life, is of ſuch a Nature, 
the” that he can never be roo much employed 
ter- in bis Duty to God, his fellow Creatures 
er? and dimnſelt , being perpetually in a Poſt 
hen of Danger, while in this Pilgrimage of 
be baman Life, and his Enemies, both nu- 

merous and ſubtle, lying in Ambuſcade 
to enſnare him. . | 


of ' | | t 
to 34y. Tar Patience and Submiſſion of 
ro Mour blefled Saviour is farther remarkable, 
a I {Mas be ſuffered the greateſt Sorrow of Mind, 


as well as the moſt cruel] Torments of 
Body, thereby reaching his Diſciples, by 
his Behaviour under all theſe Evils, not to 
bink it ſtrange, while detained in this 


O cate of Exile from their celeſtial Coun- 

is, ry, to meet with various Trials and Suf- 

eſt rings in their Lot: For the Servant it 
ire Nor greater tban his Lord. ; 


Aeby. His Love to God made him de- 
ght in frequent Converſe with him by 
WEE 5s C Prayer, 


r — 
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Prayer. Moſt juſtly does our Author 
take notice of rhe ſeveral Incitements that 
draw the moſt Part of all Mankind to 
this holy Exerciſe of Devotion; which 
are either the Sins and Miſcarriages of 
their Lives, or their ſecular Intereſts. The 
great Condeſcenſion of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, in this Particular, is moſt worthy 
of Obſervation ; rho* be needed none of 
theſe Things himſelf, yet, to leave us an 
Example, who have both Sins to confeſs, 
and ſecular Intereſts ro ſupplicate for, he 
not only did it himſelf, but alſo taught 
us ſuch a Prayer as could iſſue from no- 
thing leſs than infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, eſpecially as it is not only moſt com- 
pendious, bur alſo ſo very extenſive, that 
it comprehends all the Wants and Deſires 
of Mankind in this their State of Depen- 
dence on the Author of their Beings: 
And, by receiving irs Denominarion from 
the great Author, is therefore commonly 
called, The Lord's Prayer. 


Tux ſecond Branch of the divine Life, 
exemplified in rhat of our blefſed Savi- 
our's, was his Charity to Mankind. The 
Miracles performed by bim, at different 


Times, tho' they are only brougbt by 
. | - ſome 
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ſome as Arguments to atteſt his divine 
Miſſion, yet they may be conſidered as 
the Effects of bis divine Benevolence, as 
well as Inſtances of his almighty Power. 
His whole Courſe of Life, from his firſt 
Appearance to his Aſcenſion, was one 
continued and uninterrupted Tract of 
Charity and Beneficence. | 


The third Branch of the divine Life, 
for which he was marked out to us, is 
bis Purity, he having ſought no more of 
the natural Pleaſures of this Life, than 
lapporjed bim in going about to do Good, 
which he juſtly denominared his Father's 
Buſineſs, As he took upon him the hu- 
man Nature, fo he felt the Effects of our 
natural Appetites, ſuch as Hunger and 
Thirſt, & c. But how temperate and ab- 
ſtemious he was, even in thoſe regular 
and allowable Grarifications, the Hiſtory 
of his Life, contained in the four Goſpels, 
ſufficiently arreſts. 

Tat /af# Branch of the divine Life, 
held forth to us in that of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, is that of Humility, Never had 
one greater Temptations ro flatter Ambi- 
tion, nor ſuch Power 2 ſupport ir, had 

2 t 
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ir been his Choice: Bur how was he po. 
ſeſſed with a generous Diſdain of world. 
1y Honours, and the Grandeur and Pa. 
peanrry of human Life> Had he net 
wn a juſt Contempt of tbeſe painted 
Vanities, bis noble and heroick Bravery 
(when aſſaulted by the Devil's promiſing 
'him all the Kingdoms of this World, on- 
ly for performing a ſmall Piece of Ho- 
mage ) would ſoon have been goth 
ed: Bur well did be know that his Ring- 
dom was nor of this World, Ir would 
be endleſs ro enumerate all the particular 
_ Inſtances of his Humility, his refuſing to 
be made a King by the People, bis waſh- 
ing his Diſciples Feet, &c. all reſtified by 
the firſt Chriſtian Hiſtorians, who both 
Taw bim, and had the Pleaſure of his 
Converſation during the Time in which 
P bleſſed this lower World with his Pre- 
ence. 


AND if to the Reading of theſe Vir- 
rues, exemplified in the Life of the great 
Founder of our holy Religion, we join 
the regular Practice of them, theſe wil 

not only ſhine with reſplendent Brighi- 
neſs in the inward Tempers and Diſpoſi- 
tions of our Mind, but will alſo . 

: the 
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firſt Parr of his Underraking, he pauſes 
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the whole Tenor of our ourward Conduct 
and Deportment in the World, 


AFTER our Author has concluded this 


a little, with a ſhort ejaculatory Prayer 
ſuirable ro the Subject he had been all a- 
long purſuing, that he might give bis 
Reader a little Breathing, and quicken 
his Appetite for the following; which 
Method he alſo obſerves in the other two 
remaining Parts of this practical Trac- 
tate. 


End of the Firſt Part. 
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S our Author had placed the Na- 
A ture of true and genuine Chriſtiani- 
ty in the faireſt Light in the pre- 
ceeding Part of the Treatiſe, he now pro- 
ceeds, in the farther Proſecution of this 
divine Subject, to conſider the Excellency 
and Advantages of each of thoſe Virtues 


lormerly mentioned. 
1 F, 
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Firſt, Hz treats of Religion in general, 
and the ſeveral Branches ot it, in particu- 
lar, are again run over. How beautifully 
does he expreſs bimſelf on it, as the vigo- 
rous and healthful State of the Soul > To 
be ſure all the Faculties of the human 
Mind are beſt culzivared and improven by 
Religion: By this rhe Underſtanding s 
cleared from Droſs and Vanity, and dil. 
covers the nobleſt and moſt beneficial 
Truths; che Will acts in a regular Sub- 
ordination to the Dictates of that wiſe 
and fovereign Power; the Appetites and 
Paſſions are governed by Reaſon; the 
Affections become ſnd. purified, and 
exalted; the Conſcience purged from 
dead Works; and a certain Beauty, Decen- 
cy, and Regularity is introduced into the 
whole Oeconomy of our rational and in- 
relligent Natures. 


MoRE particularly, he deſcribes the 


Chriſtian Virrues; and firſt, ' from the 


Excellency of divine Love, he rakes Oc- 

caſion to conſider the Nature of the Paſli- 

on in general, how much it is exalted to 

the higheſt Picch of Perfection, when 

placed on God and divine Objects; on | 
3 en 


The Life of Godin the Soul of Man, 33 


then how far it is depreſſed by being fixed 
upon ſublunary Things and tranſitory En- 
joyments. As Love is the moſt powerful 
Paſſion of human Nature, by which all 
its Faculries are derermined and moved, 
ſo, wharever becomes the Object of it in- 
ſpires the Mind with an Imitation of thoſe 

xcellencies and Perfections, Virtues or 
Qualities, which there reſide. Now, if 
we carry our Survey through the whole 
Extent of Being, there is none to be found 
ſo worthy of the Contemplarion of our 
Underſtandings, the Choice of our Wills, 
and the Embracement of our Affections, 
as the ſupreme Intelligence. He alone 
ſhines in every Part of Nature, andis poſ- 
ſeſt of all poſſible Perfections. It muſt 
therefore betray the greateſt Weakneſs, as 
well as Ignorance, to fix this noble and 
divine Affection of Love upon the Crea- 
ture, at no leſs an Expence than with- 
drawing it from the Fountain of our Be- 
ing. It we proceeded upon the ſame com- 
mon Prudence that we uſually do in the 


ordinary Affairs of Lite, in eſtimating 


them according to what we apprehend wo 
be their real Worth and Value, we ſhould: 
ſoon be convinced of this groſs Abſurdity 
in our moral Conduct: For one acts as ir- 

rationally 
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l - rationally in this Caſe, as if he ſhould rake 
a Part for the Whole, or be more char. 


med with a mere ſingle Sound, than a ly 
| harmonious muſical Concert. * 


j TE Advantages, as well as unſpeak. P 
| able Happineſs that the divine Lover i; tt 
( poſſeſt of, above thoſe who bave chicfy| © 
i placed this noble Affection of their Na. P 
| tures upon Creatures like themſelves, will 
l appear from the four following Conſide. ſt 
- ratjons mentioned in that Paragraph o © 
our Author's, the bitter Ingredients offff ! 
Love, when placed upon Earth being 
| * theſe, vis. The Worchleſſneſs of the Ob- 
| ject, Ingratitude and Want of Aﬀe#ion, the 
| - Abſence of the Perſon or Perſons beloved, 
or the Miferies to which they are expoſed 
in the vulgar Occurrencies of Life. 5 


— — 


Bur the ſupreme Being frees all his © 
Courtiers from theſe Evils. As to thefj © 
firſt, it God is poſſeſt of all poſſible Per- 
fections and Excellencies, then certainly 
be is the moſt worchy Object of Love and 
'Efteem, and conſequently, the more we 
love him, the more our rational Natures 
are refined and improven. 


ee ww. oy wi, A 


Ir 


Tuts Idea of the divine Omnipreſencr 
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Ir, again, we chiefly love and ſincere- 
ly admire him, bis Mercy aſſures us that 
we ſhall not mect with any Repulſes, e- 
ſpecially when we have made an entire 
Preſent of ourſelves and all our Concerns 
to him: But, on the contrary, it is only 
then we can expect that he will take a 
particular Pleaſure of doing Good, and 
communicating Happineſs to us, ſuch as, 
ſupplying our Wants of all Kinds, pro- 
tecting us from Dangers, timeouſly cor- 
ſecting, our Extravagancies, and extricat- 
ing us from all the Difficulties to Which 
we are expoſed throug hout che many Per- 
plexiries of human Life. e. 


FARTHER, if he is ommipreſent, we are 
never at a Loſs to find him dur. He re- 
tires with us to Solitude, as well as ac- 
companies us in Converſation. He is in 
all Places, beholding all Things. 


was ſo deeply imprinted in the Minds of 
ſome of the ancient Philoſophers, that 
they conſidered him as pervading and pe- 
netrating every Part of Nature: Bur Crea- 
tures. muſt, ſome Time or other, ſepd- 

£7 ASS. 
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rare from one another, either by Acci- en 
dent or Death, both which occaſion bit- pit 
ter Senſations, eſpecially when, through I cat 
a long Acquaintance and good Correſpon- || bel 
dence, they have been ſtrongly attached 

ro each other, by the inviolable Ties of! 
Love and Friendſhip. Of this we have | pr. 
one Inſtance out of ſacred Hiſtory, in the IT. 
Caſe of * David and Fonathan, where, I ba 
upon the Death of the latter, the for- me 
mer expreſſes himſelf in the moſt ſublime I kir 
Strains, emphatical and moving Lan- Cl 
guage, repreſenting the violent Strength J 
of his Paſſion upon the Loſs of ſuch an | V: 
intimate Friend; another + from pro- Ia 
fane Hiſtory, in the Caſe of Damon and Itch. 


Bur, /afily, if the ſupreme Mind is in- Fe 
finirely and eſſentially happy in and of I the 
himſelf, without any Dependence ; if he [a 
has been ſo from everlaſting, without Be- 
ginning, and doubtleſs is to continue fo J. 
through the endleſs Ages of all Eternity, 
then where needs the divine Lover find IR 

| | a any Þ 


* * Sam. i. 23, Ge. f Val. Max, 


Lib. iv. Cap. 7. Lactantius, Inft. Lib. 
v. Cap. 18. 
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ci- any Diſquierude or Diſturbance ; Hap- 
ir- Epineſs ſure is bis Portion, and no Miſer 
ph can intervene berwixt him and the Obj 
Jin beloved. | > 4 | 


of FROM divine Love our Author now 
ave 8 to conſider Charity towards Men. 
The one indeed neceſſarily ſuppoſes, or 

re, bas included in it the other alſo. Com- 
or- mon Reaſon, and the Experience of Man- 
me kind, ſhews us, that when one ſees the 
an- Children of an intimate Friend, his Hearr 
gth is immediately warmed with Kindneſs to- 
an | wards them, as they are ſo many Parts, 

ro- [Images and Repreſentatives of their Fa- 
ind ther, in whom his Regards are centred. 
If then we conſider the human Race as 

ſo many Streams iſſuing out from one 

in. Fountain, ſo many Children begotten by 
of the fame common Parent, and as a Con- 

he [anguinity framed. of the ſame Materials, 
Be- Jas well as. deſigned for the ſame End; 
ſo ure, if we regard the Author of our Be- 
ing, for the ſame Reaſon we will give 
Reſpect to his Offspring: Beſides, Cha- 
my and univerſal Benevolence are the eſ- 
ſential Parts of the Character which di- 
Ringuiſh a good from a righteous Man, for 
vhom rhe Apoſtle os one would _ 
| | re 
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dare to die. One who makes every Man' 
Intereſt his own, and employs the Ta- 
lents which God Almighty has endowed 
him with, and rhe Opportunities which 
he has afforded him, of doing Good to 
his fellow Creatures; who never thinks 
himſclt happy, unleſs be is continually 

employed, and doing, to the utmoſt © 


his Ability, as far as their Neceſſities re. 
| r extends, toward 


their Relief; who lives for the Good 0 
others, as well as for himſelf, and whoſe 


greateſt Care is to ſingle out proper Ob- 


jects of Charity. I might eaſily appeal 


to any Perſon, if ſuch.a Man's Charac- 


ter, Whether read of in Hiſtory, or heard 


of by another, would not claim the Pre- 
terence, in ſober Reaſon and judgment, 
to his that does no more than what is, 


ſtrictly juſt and morally honeſt, and, alas 
thinks bimſelf no farther concerned in 
the Intereſts of his fellow Creatures, than 
paying them their common Dues of ju- 


ſtice and Equity; for, tho' Honeſty 8, 
good in irfelf, yer it is rhe leaſt Virtueſ® 
that can be performed in ſocial Life. It} 
is impoſſible for Mankind, in tbe preſent} 
Conſtitution of their Natures, not to beſf® 


more charmed with Generoſity, Difinte- 
ANY oy reſtednels 
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reſtedneſs and Benevolence, in any Cha- 
"Mracters ot their fellow Brethren, than 
what I here chuſe to expreſs by the Name 
ot a mere Byrelaw- Court Juſtice *, 


A benevolent Character is not only a- 
able to Readers, Spectators, or Ac- 
quainrances, bur alſo affords a Pleaſure, 
Si after Reflection and Remembrance, to 
The Mind of him who is truly poſſeſſed of 
It: And thus Charity and genuine Goods 
neſs never fail; but all other Things which 
re acceſſory to them, may be attend- 
d with ſome particular Circumſtances, 
wherein no true nor ſolid Merit can be 

ultly founded. 1 good Man, there - 

Ke Wy” 0 2 x 


Ju- Ntzed to prevent Everoachments. upon the 
ty is erty of each others Graſs and Corn ; 


which is kept flrictiy, as they have Power 


In-{{{N\igatficar, 
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fore, who is influenced by this noble Prin- 
ciple of Charity and win cw is not 
only preferable to the righteous Man, in 
the limited and reſtricted Senſe of the 
Word, ( as including in it only common 
Juſtice) but as the charitable Perſon loyes 
all Mankind, purely for their being the 
Workmanſnip of the great Creator, ſo 
this is the Virtue that qualifies ſuch a 
well-diſpoſed Perſon for the ſocial Plea- 
fures above, where Saints ſurround us, 
and Angels are our fellow Worſhippers ; 
The chief Happineſs of which is Love 
and Adoration. 3 | 


TRE third Branch of the divine Life, 
here again mentioned; is Purity, Man 
is a Being compounded of two Parts; 
rhe one is a ſenſitive, and the other a ra- 
tional. In the rational alone it is wherein 
he carries the Image of the Deiry ; but if, 
by reaſon of the Conjunction of this noble 
and divine with the ſenſitive and brutal 
Part of our Natures, we ſhould fo far yield 


ourſelves to the latter, as to become de- 


voted to Senſuality and Luxury, we there- 
by throw down the Incloſure that ſepa- 
rates berwixrthe Man and the Brure. Now 
Reaſon, and the common 19:17 
0 
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Jof Things, may reach us to ſer a highet 


Value upon the Dignity of our Natures; 
than to make ſuch a cheap Market of the 
noble Powers and Faculties with which 
we are endowed; for that Moment the 
external Senſes diſpute Preeminence a- 
gainſt the Reaſon and Underſtanging of 
th? Mind, and the carnal Part of us gets 
the Aſcendency over all our rational Fa- 
culties, no longer can that juſt Oeconomy 


be obſerved, either in out external or in- 
ternal Frame. 


Ir is juſt the ſame, as if a foreign Arm. 

of Invaders would come in on a Surpriſe 
and overpower and overturn a regular 
Conſtitutiom of Government, by impoſin 

unjuſt Laws upon the Subjects, and op 

prefling thoſe, ho were preyiouſly free, 
with Slavery and arbitrary Power: For 
Reaſon, by the natural Order and Conſt i. 
tution, has the ſupreme Right to govern 
the Whole Man; whereas the Senſes and 
Appetites ought to be Subjects, and con- 
ſequently to yield ready Obedience to its 
Dictates and Commands. S e 


- , © 7 YEE 
Tu Train of bad Conſequences which 
attend Impuriry, it rightly conſidereds 
Hobs D 3 might 
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might be powerful Inducements, in order 
to deter and frighten us from embracing 
her Allurements, as they not only deſtroy 
Health and Reputation, as well as good 
Humour, but deprive us of the moſt va- 
Juable and laſting Pleaſures, and, in the 
Hue, will inevitably involve us in the 


greareſt Miſeries and Pains; ſome of [| 


which I need nor mention, ſeeing they 
may occur to daily OQbſervacion and ſad 


Experience. 


BuT, above all, our bleſſed Saviour 
has declared, in his excellent Sermon upon 
the Mount, Mattb. v. 5. that is is only the 
pure in Heart that can either ſee God, or 
cg Admittance into his divine Pre- 

— | 


” Tar Ja Branch of the divine Life, with 
which the ſecond Part of this Treatiſe con- 
cludes, is Humilifty. Mot juſtly does a cer- 
rain celebrated Writer take notice of this 
Paſſage of ſacred Wiit, That Pride was not 
made for Man, as be is a ſinſul, an ignorant 
and a miſerable Being. Bur, alas! theſe 
very Confiderations, which oughr ro be 
powerful Engagements to abhor and deteſt 
a Vice of ſuch a black and horrid Aſpect, 


arc 


— 
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are the very Reaſons why we are ſo naru- 
rally prone to it. Humbling Thought! 
that we are ſo much perverrcd and deprav- 
ed, But if we marurely reflect and conſi- 
der Mankind, without the Conduct and 
Protection of the ſupreme Power, we ſhall 
find him the moſt helpleſs and forlorn Be- 
ing in Nature, ſo that he will have no 
Shadow of Reaſon to ſer himſelf up tor a 
God, as Dr. Tillorſon very juſtly obſerves, 
much to this Purpoſe, in that celebrated 
Diſcourſe of bis on the Inſufficiency of 


Man for his own Happineſs, Serm. 40. 


Vol. 3. Svo Edit. In this preſent State 
© of Life he is liable ro many Dangers, 
te which he can neither foreſee nor prevent; 
e encompaſſed about with Infirmities, 
© which he cannot of himſelf remove; 
% ſecure in nothing that he enjoys, and 
ce uncertain of every Thing he hopes for; 
e too apt to be eagerly grieved for what 
che cannot help, and too much to deſire: 
© the Things which he bas no Proſpect 
to obtain.“ | 


Tat Practice of Humility is therefore 
bſolutely neceſſary, in order to keep our 
Paſſions in juſt Equipoiſe or Balance, 
hich, tho? this divine Virtue may be de- 

| ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed by the frothy and gay Part of the 


World, as vaſtly below their genteel Birth, 
and prerendedly polite Education, and in- 
cident only to People of low Rank and 
Station, yet theſe very Perſons contradict 
themſelves, and ſhew, by tbeit Practice, 
that it is highly requiſite ro be clothed 
with its external Garb. For what are all 
theſe Complements and Modes ot Civility 
which they throw out upon moſt Occaſi- 
ons, but ſo many Acknowledgments of 
the ſuperior Eſteem that others deſerve, 
and the greater Merit they would be 
thought to believe thein to be poſl. | of, 
which they themſelves can lay no Claim to: 
And ſince, in point ot good Manners, they 
muſt pretend out ward Shews of Humility, 
Of whar infinitely greater Advantage 
would it be to them, were they really Ma- 
ſters of this divine Accompliſhment? I 
ſhall farther propoſe a Queſtion to thoſe 
polite Gentlemen, referring the Anſwer to 
the Reaſon and judgment of their own 
Minds, Whether bumbling themſelves 
before the great Creator and Governor 
of univerſal: Nature, in the loweſt Pro- 
ſtrations of Soul, (as from him alone all 
our Happineſs flows) is not more becom- 
ing an illuſtrious Deſcent, and a fine Edu- 
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carion, than laviſhing away ſo many pre- 


cious Hours of Time in humbling them- 


ſelves before, and payin their criminal 
Adorations to famale Deities, whoſe 
Beauty, (in numberleſs Caſes) more than 
their Virtue, recommends them to thar 
Homage ? 5 


Bur, not to inſiſt upon theſe Things, 
it is impoſſible to repreſent the ſolid Plea- 
ſure and Sweerneſs that attends the Exer- 
ciſe of true Humility in every Circumſtance 
of Life. It is diſcernible in the very Coun- 
tenance, and gives a mild yer graceful A- 


+ | fpeA and Behaviour to every one that is 


truly poſſeſt of it, according to the wiſe 
Man's Obſervation. It is the Antecedent 
of Honour, and rhe Hiſtory of Mankind 
is e with Proofs that the oppoſite 
Vice has been the Ruin of States and Em- 
pires, as well as of private Perſons, 


Acarn, true Humility ariſes from the 
night Knowledge of God, and the Rank 
and Station we bear in the World; where- 


as Pride proceeds from an Ignorance both 
of the divine and human Natures; as well 
as a narrow contracted Spirit, which can- 
- || nor. ſer a true Value or Eſtimate upon 
Things, 


— — — 2 — —— — — — — 
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Things, either as they are in themſelves, 
or as they itand mutually related to each 
other, Tho' I would not here be under. 
ſtood, as if I meant, by Humility, a cer- 
tain Puſillanimity, or ſuch an abject Tem- 
per of Mind, as to let every one unjuſtly 
trample upon us, Who have more Power 
than ourſelves; yet it highly concerns us to Y 
ave a lower Eſteem of our own Actions 
han of others, which, tho', in ſome 
Cales, this were a Miſtake, yer, at the 
ſame Time, the ſafeſt Extreme is rather to 
be choſen than the more dangerous; for 1 
an overweening Conceit, of our own 
Parts and Attainments, never fails to 
leſſen our Eſteem among all wiſe, judici- 
ous and diſcerning Men; and thus Pride 
defects its own Deſign, and diſappoints us Ife 
of che Honour that we might otherways ) 


And, 1900 as the chief Exerciſes of ye 
this divine Virtue more immediately re- 


Fn aI 


late to Almighty God, ſo we can never 
bave too high and honourable Thoughts 
of tbe divine PerfeQions, and too low 
ones of ourſelves, there being as great a 
Diſtance berween him and us, as from 
Finity to Iofinity, Creature to EO 
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Time to Eternity, a Point to the Uni- 
verſe, Matter to Spirit, a Ray to the 
Fun, a Stream to the Ocean, and one 
Extremity of Nature to another, 


AFTER the Repreſentation of the Ex- 
cellencies of theſe Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues, as well as the Advantages that 
neceſſarily reſult from the true and ſin- 


juſtly confeſſes, that he would gets 
jurious to the Subject, did be pretend, by 
theſe Deſcriprions, to give a perfect Ac- 
count of Religion; wherefore he con - 
cludes this ſecond Part of the Treatiſe, 
in adviſing the noble Lord ro whom he 
writes, and himſelf, to acquaint them- 
ſelves with the true Practice of it, which 
will teach more than all the Diſcourſes 
and Writings that have ever been com- 


poſed upon this divine Subject. 


End of the Second Part. 
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PART III. 


N the firſt Part of this Treatiſe, ir 

| | may be remembred, that, before rhe 
Foundation of the divine Life was 

laid, our Author detected the groſs Miſ- 
takes and Prejudices under which the 
greater Bulk of Mankind, in his Day, 
laboured, anent religious Matters. He 
no applies bimſelf to remove the de- 
E ſpondent 
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ſpondent Thoughts and Diſcouragements 
of rhoſe whom he already ſuppoſes to be a. 
. wakened unto a juſt Senſe and Diſcernmentihi 
of the genuine Religion of the Soul, from 
what he had formerly advanced. 


A Thing, to be ſure, no leſs uſeful and 
neceſlary than the former, if it be conſider. 
ed; that perplexing Fears damp the Spi- 
rits, and blaſt the moſt genecous. Reſoluti- 
ons, as well as the nobleſt Efforts of the 
Mind. As an experienced and skilfulſſj 
Phyſician cannot miſs to obſerve, in the 
Courſe of his Practice, that rhe Conſtitu- 
tions of his Patients vary. from one ano- 
ther : The Stomachs of ſome being render 
and weak only require gentle Phyſick, 
whereas others, of a more robuſt and vi- 
gorous Nature, can endure ſtronger Appli- fr 
cation. Therefore it was abſolutely ne- fa 
c:flary that our Author, in dealing withſ th 
the Miſtakes and Prejudices of the oneſ g. 
Claſs of Patients, and the deſpondingſ er 
Thoughts and Diſcouragements of rhe o- I to 
ther, ſhould act the Part of an experiencedſ ol 
Phyſician in the Application of different v 
Medicines, according ro their various be 
Diſtempers. The firſt Claſs of Patients in 
are generally obſtinate and omi b. 
| F | ing 
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ing ſo much wedded to their invererate 
Prejudices, Opinions, and ſpirirual Pride; 
yhich Diſcaſes are moſt dangerous as Well 
as fatal ro the Mind, and conſequently de- 
ſpiritual Phy ſick to 
pull down their had and delufive Self- 
Conceits; by which he is under a Neceſſity 
of he ing them at bow great a Diſtance 
they are from true and ſolid Happineſs. 
As to the latter, who are in a much better 
Condition, but want ſtill to be quick ned 
in their Duty, ſo they are here pre ſented 
with more gentle Motives of Encourage- 
ment under all the diſadvantsgeous Cir- 
cumſtances of needleſs Fears and Jealoufics 
ariſing in their tender, 2 and trembling 
Hearts: But, notwithſtanding of all rheie 
Perplexities, they may be well aſſured, 
from the Declarations God has made in 
facred Writ, that he hath no Pleaſure in 
the Deſtruction of his rational and intelli- 
gent Creatures: Befides, from the fame ſa- 
cred Oracles (which are plainly intended 
to vouchſafe to us an hiſtorical Account 
of the providential Conduct of God to · 
vards Mankind) he is there repreſented to 
have created the firſt Pair of human Kind 
In a happy Condition, and, when they 
bad fallen from ir, by the Abuſe of their 
E 2 Liberty, 
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Liberty, he ſent the eternal Son of hi 


Boſom to redeem us from that State of 
Thraldom and Bondage under which we 
were captivated. After this Experiment 
of divine Love, Can we reaſonably doubt 
of his Kindneſs and Benignity to the hu 
man Race ? 


Ir we make a narrow Scrutiny anc 
Search into the Cauſes of theſe needleſt 
Fears and deſpondenc Thoughts, con 
cerning che utter Impoſſibility of attain 
ing to the divine Life, I am afraid it pre 


ceeds, in a great Meaſure, from ſome 
Perſons, who, either in their Diſcourſes 
or Writings a vp practical Divinity (o 


haps in both) ha ve drawn ſuch a mon 
ſtrous Picture of human Nature, as being 
the Seat of all criminal and impure Paſſi- 
ons, as if Mankind were utterly unable tc 
think any good Thoughts, and far leſs to 
2rform any good Actions, which, tho', 
; am willing to believe, without any evil 
Deſign in choſe well-meaning Men them- 


ſelves, yet it bas a malignant Effect upon 


weak Minds, and diſcourages them from 
making any farther Attempts in this Mat- 


ter of the utmoſt Importance. 


FARTHER 


ing] elegant and maſterly Strokes of the ori- 


Ss FARTHER, let us but compare the pri- 
mitive State with the preſent Condition of 
Jour Natures, we ſhall find, that the latter 
J is much like the Ruins of an old Fabrick, 


Statelineſs, Order of Parts, and the De- 


be bedaub'd with Slime and Piteb, or 
F any other unclean Matter; yet through 


J felt, that we are much depraved and al- 
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which, notwithſtanding of the Dutt and 
Rubbiſh that ſorrounds us, yet we can, 
through all this Confuſion, form to our- 
ſelves ſome Ideas of its original Beauty and 


ſign ot the whole Architecture. And as 
in a beautiful Piece ot Painting, tho 
the various Colourings may happen to 


all tbis Diſguiſe, we can eaſily form to 
our Minds ſome diſtant Thoughts of the 


ginal Picture, and thus by Degrees per- 
eeiye the Symmetry and Deſign of rhe 
Painter. 5 


Ir always has, and indeed muſt be con- 


tered from our original State and Conditi- 
on; yet, bleſſed be God, the natural Senſe 
of moral Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, are ſtill, in 
à certain Proportion, left with us. And 


E 3 What- 


CTC ee eee ere Oo 
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whatever Notions ſome may entertai 
concerning theſe Matters, the evangelica 
Scheme of Salvation plainly recommends 
to us the Practice 2 moral Virtue and 
Goodneſs. From the Senſe that the pri- 
mirive Chriſtian Writers, in their Epiſtles, 
had of our being, in ſome Meaſure, capa- 
ble to perform good Actions, upon theſe 
very Accounts ſhewing us, at the ſameſ diff 
Time, that it is only in the Way of prac-· Nyere 
tiſing Duty that we can be found of God i ued 
in the Way of Mercy &. 


Tur this is not only, in itſelf, poſſi- he 
ble, but practicable, our Author ſhews, ja}: 
by the following Advices he gives to his Me 
Readers, we muſt uſe our utmoſt Endeavours, my, 
depending upon the divine Aſſiſtance ; or, in Ited 
other Words, ſo to make uſe of the Means, I Rec 
as this is the only natural Method, on our Net 
Parr, to obtain the End, there being as vic 
neceſſary a Connection berwixt the one and 
the other, as betwixt Cauſe and Effe ct. 1 


IN order to which ir muſt be our chief IAR 
Care and Study to abſtain from Sin, as 
much as poſlible, ir being in its own Na- 

ture 


* Philip. iv. 8. Jam. ii. 12, 18. 
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ture ſo greatly oppoſite to the divine; be- 
fides, the Sinner himſelf could find no 
ndsFPlcaſure in rhe heavenly State, tho', upon 
den impoſſible Suppoſition, he were ad- 
Imitted there; for we may eaſily percelve, 
that Contrarieties are incompatible to one 
*Hanother : Fire and Water, while kept ſe⸗ 
parate, are not uneaſy; but when theſe 
different Elements meer, the one muſt o- 
vercome the other, ere it can find any ſet- 
ed Compoſure. | Sil 


Ichall not inſiſt here any farther upon 
ſi· Ide Analogy betwixt the natural and mo- 
WS, ral World, rban only obſerving from this 
his Merapbor, that rhe Sinner would be as 
1, much our of bis Element, were he admir- 
in Fted intro that State of eternal Purity and 
ins, Reckitude in Heaven, as the good Man, 
dur ¶ vere he confined to the Society of ſenſual, 
a5 Fvicked and accurſed Spirits in Hell. 


t 2%. WE muſt know hat Things are 
In themſelves ſinful. Tho? there may be 
et Ja Knowledge of Duty without the regular 
as ¶ Practice of ir, yer there can be no Practice 
Ja- Nvithout Knowledge. The only Method 
ure of attaining to the true Knowledge of 

vhar is ſinful, is by rhe en 0 


3 
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God, and the other Diſcoveries he bat 
given of his Will and Mind, which are 
every Way well calculated for the Pro 
motion of Virtue and true Piety, while 
we are detained in this Pilgrimage of hu 
man Life; and the regular Obſervatio 
of them will make us ereroally happ 
in a future State of Exiſtence. That the 
are wiſely calculated to promote our pre 
ſent Happineſs, in preſerving our Health 
Fame and Reputation, might be eaſil 
made appear, if needful; and the Pro 
miles and Declarations of God have ſhew 
that our future Happineſs depends upo 
the Practice of his Rules and Precepts is 
this Life. But, ro procced, 


: 3dly. WE muſt reſiſt all Temptation 
to ſin, eſpecially ſuch as through long Cu 
ſtom or Diſpoſition we are moſt addictec 
unto; all which wilt require. Diligence 
and Application, and, in order to per 
form this the more effectually, we mu 
begin rather by the weaning than engag 
ing Affections; for however great Vio 
Jence this may offer to the ſenſitive Pari 
of our Natures, yet, as it is the only 
Means we can uſe ro promote our eterna 


Happineſs, we. muſt endeayour to ſurf 


mount 
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he bal mount theſe ſeemingly inſuperable Diffi- 
ich ard culties. The Method preſcribed by our 
ae Pro Author, for that Purpoſe, is both natu- 
v hildd ral and obvious, being a Watchfulneſs o- 
of huꝗ ver ourſelves, ſeconded with a frequent 
vation Examination of our Actions. That we 
happy may the better know how far we exert 
at they ourſelves in this Matter, it is abſolutel 
ur pre4 neceſſary that certain ſer Times of Self- 
Jealth] Examination be appropriared for that 
eaſil End; what Times are moſt convenient, 
e Prod and how long this is to be continued, e- 
- ſhewr very one's Prudence may judge, accord- 
s upon ing to his Situation, Circumſtances or 
epts inf Employment in Lite. 


METHINKS it is a great Piry, that 
ſome curious Geniuſes are at ſo great 
Pains to inform themſelves, by anatomical 
Diſſections, of the various Structures of the 
ligence] Parts and Members of the human Body, 
o per-| as well as how nicely they are linked to- 
e mull gether by Joints and Ligaments, and, in 
engag the mean Time, ſhould be ſo great Stran- 
t Vio. gers to that in ward Anatomy or Diſſecti- 
e Parti on of their moral Selves: That others, a+ 
only gain, ſhould be ſo ſtudious to excel their 
eternalſ Cotemporaries in the Knowledge of Lan- 
o ſurꝗ guages, Cuſtoms, Manners, Arts and 
mount] | Sciences, 


ation 
ig Cu 
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God, and the other Diſcoveries he ba, 
given of his Will and Mind, which are 
every Way well calculated for the Pro 
motion of Vircue and true Piety, while 
we are detained in this Pilgrimage of hy 
man Life; and the regular Obſervatio 
of them will make us ereroally happ 
in a future State of Exiſtence, That the 
are wiſely calculated to promote our pre 
ſent Happineſs, in preſerving our Health 
Fame and Reputation, might be eaſil 
made appear, if needful; and the Pro 

miles and Declarations of God have ſhew 
that our future Happineſs depends upon 
the Practice of his Rules and Precepts is 
this Life. But, ro proceed, 


| 


| 340 Wz muſt reſiſt all Temptationg 
to ſin, eſpecially ſuch as through long Cu 
ſtom or Diſpoſition we are moſt addicted 
unto; all which will require Diligence 
and Application, and, in order to per- 
form this the more effectually, we muſtſ 
begin rather by the weaning than engag 
ing Affections; for however great Vio 
lence this may offer to the ſenſitive Pari 
of our Natures, yet, as it is the only 
Means we can uſe to promote our eternal 
Happineſs, we muſt endeavour ro ſury 
mount 
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he bal mount theſe ſeemingly inſuperable Diffi- 
ich ard culties. The Method preſcribed by our 
\e Pro Author, for that Purpoſe, is both natu- 
d hilch ral and obvious, being a Watchfulneſs o- 
of ha4 ver ourſelves, ſeconded with a frequent 
vation) Examination of our Actions. That we 
happy may the better know how far we exert 
at they ourſelves in this Matter, it is abſolutel 
ur pre4 neceſſary that certain ſer Times of Self- 
lealth] Examination be appropriated for that 
eaſilil End; what Times are moſt convenient, 
e Pro4 and how long this is to be continued, e- 
ſhewif very one's Prudence may judge, accord- 
5 upon ing to his Situation, Circumſtances or 
-prs inf Employment in Lite. 
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METHINKS it is a great Pity, that 
ationg ſome curious Geniuſes are at ſo great 
g Cu Pains to inform themſelves, by anaromical 
dicted Diſſections, of the various Structures of the 
igence] Parts and Members of the human Body, 
o per- as well as how nicely they are linked to- 
e mull] gerber by Joints and Ligaments, and, in 
engag the mean Time, ſhould be ſo great Stran- 
Vio · gers to that inward Anatomy or Diſſecti- 
Parti on of their moral Selves: That others, a+ 
only gain, ſhould be ſo ſtudious to excel their 
zrernal] Catemporaries in the Knowledge of Lan- 
o ſur N zuages, Cuſtoms, Manners, Arts and 
mount] = | Sciences, 
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Sciences, and yet ſhould be ſo great Stran- 
| — to the little World within themſelves. 


important Piece of Know 
to be accounted learned Fools? It is ſure- 
3 a Shame for us, who pretend to be the 

iſciples of our bleſſed Saviour, that in 
this we do not act like thoſe who claim 
that glorious Title, Socrates, the divine 
'Philoſopher, taught his favourite Diſci- 
ple, Alcibiades, to know himſelf, which 
is the firſt Principle of Virtue, and miy 
reach a Rebuke to us, who are favoured 
with ſuch high axon, as being called 
Cbriſtians, that in this Matter we do not 
improve ourſelves. 


Bur to go on, in order to attain to 
this Art of virtuous living, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to reſtrain ourſelves from going to 


Tranſition to that which is ſinful. Doubt- 
leſs it may be hard, in ſome critical Cir- 
cumſtances, exactly to red Marches be- 
twixt the one and the other; it will, in 
the mean Time, be our Prudence to exer- 


the urmoſt Bounds even of Things la wful, 
for from this there is but a ſnort and eaſy] 


ciſe our Reaſon, or the decerning Fac way 


nat is all this, but to . the moſth' 
ge, and (off 
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of our Minds, ſo far as it will reach in tha 
B n 113-107 10-230 
Ov next Endeavours muſt be ro wean 
our A ffections from the World; its Ma- 
xims claſh with thoſe of our Saviour's; its 
Friendſhips are dangerous; its Converſas 
tions infectious, and its Embracements 
mortal. Our Author here: obſerves” ro 
bis noble Friend, that there is the leſ Od. 
caſion that he ſhould inſiſt upon this Sub- 
ject to him, Who had alteady ſo great Ex- 
perience of the Vanity of human Enjoy. 
ments, his deareſt Relatives being remov- 
ed from him. The ſame may like ways, 
ſome Time or other, convince every one, 
to their own Experience, ho meet wirh 
thoſe Loſſes and Misforrunes 5 and there is 
as little Occaſion that we ſhould infiſt up- 
on this common Theme in theſe Obſervs- 
tions. Again, ve muſt ſet about the Per- 


formance of thoſe Duties that are com- 


manded us, and alſo form to ourſelves in- 
ternal Acts ol Devotion; borhwhich-are 
Means ro an End. c Whqever 5 therefore, 
make ſuch a bad Uſe of rheit'free'Think- 
ing, as intirely to nes lect, or pay no Regard 
to any of the poſitive Iuſtitutions of Religi- 


of on, merely from chis ſpecious Pretext, that 


they 


41 
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they are Matters of. Indifferency whether 
uſed or nor, ſeeing they are no farther rofl 
be regarded than as conducive to the End, I 
argue as abſurdly, as if they ſhould ſay, Ix 
Becauſe one Thing is better than ano- 
ther, therefore there is nothing intrinſical- Aut 
ly good. For whoever regard theirfſy 
„ as the End, muſt neceſſarily ſie 
uſe the Means that have a Tendency toit 
bring it about. Ie ir 
2 TE - . N In 
„ FARTHER, Conſideration is another 
great Inſtrument of Religion, the Want 
of which is the greateſt Diſeaſe of ourſo 
Natures, and is the fatal Occafion of theflr 
many raſh and precipitant Actions that Ii 
a great many are apt to run into; but here If 
I ſhall only mention ir as oppoſed to aſt 
lazy Indifferency, either about the Truths Ja 
of Religion, or the Importance of them. Ib 
When Men are nor at due Pains to examine i 
into Matters of ſuch Conſequence, it is not f 
to be wondred tbat they have ſo little In- 
fluence upon their Hearts and Lives. Some I. 
only make an open Profeſſion of Chriſtia-] 
nity, merely becauſe ir is the faſhionable 
Religion of their Country; and all the 
Account they can give of their being 
Chriſtians, is, becauſe that Scheme ot 
yi Religion 
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ether Religion had the good Fortune firſt to be- 
ger toffſpeak their Aſſem: For the ſame Rea- 
End, ſon, had they been born in Terky or 
f ſay, Rome, they might have been the Diſci- 
ano · Iples of Mabomer, or embraced Paganiſm 
Iical- and idolatrous Superſt ition. Whoever, 
their cerefore, would be either capable to de- 
ſlarily ſend our Religion againſt the Attacks of 
Cy toffits Adverſaries, or practiſe the Duties of 
it in an acceptable Manner, muſt, like the 

noble Bereans, ſearch the Scriptures. 
other | | 
Want To beget in us the four cardinal Virrues 
f ourfſot the divine Life, the following Direc- 
of theFIrions are preſcribed. Firſt, Love to God, 
that the right Conſiderations of whoſe divine 
t here PPerfeCtions are abſolutely neceſſary for 
to a ſuat Purpoſe, ſome of which are natural, 
To and others moral. Of — Kind are 
them. bis Independency, Inſinity, Omnipotence, 
amine Omnipreſence * the — his Good- 
15 not Ipeſs, — and Truth. Upon theſe 
le In- Themes of Meditation we _ much 
Some Jtoemploy our Thoughts: His Mercy and 
riſtia- ÞPla ility encourage our Hopes; his Ju- 
able Iſtice and Power demand our Fear; the 
1 Senſe of living ah —_—_ _ m_— 
ing Dependence upon him, for all we have and 
BY 0 lope for, — to — our Gratitude 
to 


ligion 
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to our beſt Benefactor. His Omnipo. Ice 
rence at firſt beſpoke us into Being, andi di 
launched us out of a State of pure Poſ A 
ſibility into that of Actuality, and bisfyr 
providential Care has been ever exerciſed ie 
toward us; all which, and the like, when 
duly conſidered, will afford us Fund for 
Meditation through the whole Courſe o 
our Lives. | , 


2d(y.. To beget in us Charity. to Man- 
kind, which I have all along obſerved as 
neceſſarily connected with this Love off 
the divine Being, we muſt conſider the Ii 
near Relation they bear to bim. To lovefln: 
our Neighbour as ourſelves, is the Doc- 
trine of the Law and the Prophets; and v 
is confirmed by our bleſſed Saviour, who, Ip 
leſt the Fews, through their Covenant of. j 
Peculiarity, ſhould reſtrain it ro ſuch only fin 
as were of their own Nation, Party, or 
Se of Religion, has extended it to the 
whole buman Race; ſo that whoever 
bears the Impreſſion of the broad Seal of 
Heaven in their Forehead, tho? he ſhould 
have all the Marks of the Brute in bis 
Heart, we are obliged to acknowledge] 
him as our Brother, till God has either 
abdicated, or by a final Sentence phe" 
"OG 5 N MDs = 
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nipo. Iced his Claim, and quite his Prerenſions to 
, andſſtim. Where the moral Senſe is not viti- 
Poſ-Fouſly or wilfully depraved, Charity and. 
d bisuniverſal Benevolence can n. ver be miſpla- 
ciſedſced; but it this internal Senſe and Feeling 
whenſIof Things, whereby we are pleaſed with 
d forſſide Repreſentation of Virtue, and offend- 
rſe oled with the contrary, makes this noble 
Icbarity and Beneficence too much increaſed 
towards ſome of the human Species, 
Man-Bwbile it is quite diminiſhed: towards o- 
ed as Ithers, it then becomes, in numberleſs 
re of Caſes, criminal in ourſelves and idurious 
r theo others; wherefore it . concerns 
loveſes ro call in the Powers of Reaſon and 
Doc. Iluugment in the right Management ot it, 
and ſvbich, however good in itſelf, by being 
who, ¶ partial and miſguided, it may chance ro 
nt of lead us aſtray; and, like rhe beſt Things 
only fin the World, by being immoderare ly 
y, Or fuſed, may at laſt be totally perverted, 
> the fſcontrary to its original Intention and 
never Deſign. For this common Maxim was, 
al of land ever will rake Place, Thar Virtue 
nould e ſtands in the golden Mean betwixt the 
n bis ſe rwo Extremes. | l 
ledge 28 ; 3 | ) 15 5 
either 3tio. To cultivate Purity, we are far- 
10un-/ſſther cautioned frequently to reflect on the 
ced 2 Dignity 
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Dignity of human Nature, and the Joy 
of the heavenly Stare; the one may be 
an Antidote, at leaſt, againſt thoſe groſ 
ſer Vices, which expoſe us to the Oblo- 


quy and Reproach of our Fellow - Crea-· 
tures, as well as thoſe that are ſecret and 


unſeen to the World; and the other, when 


cheriſhed by divine Influence, will exciteI 


in us a noble Ambition to prepare our- 
ſelves for a Share of thoſe virgin, chaſte 
and ſublime Pleaſures above. 


AND, laſtly, to Humility, 
we muſt conſider our own Failings and 
Imperfections; and when we ſet all theſe 

Things before Almighty God, and re- 
flect at the ſame Time upon rhe Great- 

neſs of the divine Perfections, we will 

have Reaſon to fink, as ir were, to the 


Bottom of our Beings, as our Author I. 


terms it. 


THERE now remains two other Means f. 
and Inſtruments of the divine Life, which F 


are Prayer, together with the frequent 
Uſe of the boly Sacrament, here taken no- 
tice of. The firſt Kind of Prayer is, that 


wherein we make Uſe of the Voice, hr | 
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ſoyaltde other is conceived in the Mind wich- 
y ber outward Expreſſions, 

rof. 


blo. 
Orea- 


t and 


LAM ſenſible, that not a few bave 
nade an Objection againſt the Uſe. of 
prayer, from this ſpecious Pretence, 
when That the general Scheme and Events 
cite of all Things, are already fixed and 
our. ff predetermined by the abſolutę and ir- 
baſteF* reverſible Decree of God, and conſe- 

quently it would be unreaſonable for 

© us to pretend, either to alter his Deter- 

1ity, minations, or to inform him of our 
and Wants, who knows all Things with- 
theſe}{ out us, or before we can pray for 
| re-F any Supplies.“ 8 
Wil Bur this proceeds from meer Igno- 
the face. and the Want of juſt and ade- 
thor Nuate Conceprions of the Nature of this 
eligious Duty; beſides, if this Argument 
roves any Thiog, ir proves too much, 
and whatever does ſo, proves nothing at 
all. Now, if we were to adhere cloſely 
uent to theſe Poſitions, it would not only re- 
no- Tard us from our common or temporal” 
that Pacereſts, bur alſo from performing eve- 
and y one of the Duties of our holy Religi- 
the en in general. As to the firſt, Meat and 
„ Drink 


eans 
hich 


66 Notes upon, and Tuftrations of, 


Driok are neceſſary for the Suſtenance offi 


our Bodies in this preſent State; Are we 
therefore to abſtain from eating an 

drinking, becauſe this will not always 
preſerve our Lives > The Merchant is not 
ſure that his Goods, when ar Sea, will be 
free of the Accidents of Storms or Py 
racy 3 Bur will any wiſe Man affirm 
that he ought not to take all the prud: ut 
Methods to intruſt his Commodities i 

faſe Conduct? Nrither has the Sowe 

any infalhible Aſſurance tbat his Seed 
will rife again with a proficable Increaſe 
and yer he might very cheerfully laugh 
at thoſe who would. diſſuade him to uſe 
the due Seaſons for Tillage, Sowing an 
Reaping. As to the latter, we migh 
as well yield up the whole Duties of Re- 
ligion, and expect to be for ever happy 
as well without them as with them 
which is contrary to the Nature of 
Things, as they are Means by which 
we can obtain the End. 


Tun laſt Thing here mentioned, as the 
Means ſor ſtrengthuing and bringing the 
divine Life to Maturity and Perfection, 
with which this Eſſay concludes, is the 

frequent Uſe of the holy Sacrament. Here 
it 


The Life of God in the Soul of Mau. 67 
ce offSit is, if ever, that Men and Chriſtians, 
e we both before, ar the Time of receiving, 
andi and after it is over, ſhould be diligenc 
vayg land conſcientious in the Performance of 
Ime whole Duties of the holy Religion 
Jof Jeſus, as the Participation of this 
ſacred Ordinance is the Badge and di- 
tinguiſhing Characteriſtick of their Diſ- 
zul ciplcthip. This is the Marriage - Supper 
of Religion, the military Oath by which 
ye bind ourſelves io be faithful Soldiers 
to the great Captain of Salvation, and 
not to deſert our Colours upon any Pre- 
tence Whatever, while we take up Arms 
In that holy War againſt the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh; if we therefore, 
thiough Cowardice, break our Oaths, in 
being loath to part with our Boſom 
»pyÞ Lults, and fo give over, we are, in the 
m, I hbigheſt Kind of a criminal Senſe, ac- 
oll counted Deſerters, and conſequently made 
ich liable to Shame and Puniſnment. 


Tae unfrequent, and, at the ſame 
the] Time, unconſcientious Performance of 
be this greateſt Mean of Religion, is the 
n, ond Reaſon, we may believe, that the 

ivine Life has ſo little Entrance into the 
rel Soul of Man | 
it THB END, 
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POEM 


UPON 
PRAYER 

| : 0 
ee ee Sapreme ! and 

ſov'reign Lord 

fer, whoſe potent Arm ſupports the 

| Parts 

YO the great Whole, Th" imumerable Links 

of that vaſt Chain of Beings which deſcend, 

by gradual Progreſs, from the Heavens 

Height, © 
Ib loweſt Earth's Abt; from the angelick 
Down 


70 A Piem on Prayer. | 
Down to the yelling Choir of Sp'rits mali N Ma 
nant ; Vhile | 
Tha which and Matter, in tbe” Centr m 

4b ard. 1. 

Is Man, the Claſp, where both at once ar 
knit, 
8 of all the Creatures bere below, 
The great Contriver choice Gifts beſlow'd i 
Whoſe Spirit's Inſpiration makes him knon 
The Rules preſerib'd, en the Bounds « | 
conduct 
'Twixt Good and ee N 70 
Breath | | "eg 
Lights up the blazing Star of Genie, = 
. with Brightneſs in the buman Breaſt, 
4 
LANGUAGE was firſt. fed im. 


If. tho 


* 4 
9 


1 


oe 


of | 


FY Man to Man, and give them ſocial Turns 
Yhile on the Theatre of buman.Lifee.... 
m Birth ta Death, n. wht 


Scene \ 
ar Z the great Play, in Sigh 1 monte! Paws 
ers, 
v, Ind Powers immortal. ER ; 
J Mnguage and Words, the Souls Bank of 
on . Exchange, OY | 4 


of 480, the Mint that bebe den 
the Stamp 0 

ſe Ornament aud. nn en the Many s- ED 
the grand Imparters of our hidden Thoaghts, 
1d Channels that — en _u 
. pers wy 

Yf Friends to Friends, retir d * who 
Cane there? 
ot aue, ſafe before them to — 
1 With- 


8 like hes * to 2 up is 
Tho Black of Numbers, or of Natare's Fi The | 


gures. fb 

oh _ my fellow Brethren, are th Mar. 

Fuse That 

of Nature s hund, which we bold Her 

From the great Grant of our eternal Landi 4 
lord, | 


ae Of 
Who, from vhe Ties of Gratitude, expect, wh 
And fleddy Fuſtice, Payment of his Rents | 4 
IV/berefore mo longer let us ſbut our Ears 
mg Reaſon's 1 Calls, and Nature 1 
PPioe, 


. n But 
To our Creator, whoſe greaz Rule extends I Of 
2 From 


From Eaſt, Weſt, South, and to the' Nor- 


e, 
6 bern Pole. 
„ from bim Being we at firſt derive, 
Anil all its Pertinents, ſo let us own. 


The Bleſſings of Exiſtence we receive. 

F lere we fail to pay our juſteſt Debt, 
Nature the rankeſt Bankrupts Men proclaims. 
That we might carefully avoid the Shame, 
Her Light points out to us the Uſe of Prayer: 
Mean religious, the great Hauler down © 
Of all good Things upon us mortal Men, 
s, And which (F I miſtake is not) Divmes 
td Syten-Dealers infor Parts ie 


y Be Aon Arion! he mn we 
| adore! 

Bur eur Perfedions and Des ees 

« Of Biing Poſſible, which ev'ry where” 

N G Di 


74 A Poem on Prayer. 
Diſplay tbemſelves Wers Nature's |, 
Fabrick, 


And, like the Sun in the Meridian - Day, 
Dazles aur feeble Eyes with ſplendid Rays, ev 


7 


THANKSGIVING next in Retinue ſus. io b 
| ceeds + Fe 
Mom ſhould we thank? but him whalif b 
 Jaunch'd us out . The | 
ToLife, and on whoſe Care we have been caſt Wb" : 
From Infancy to Youth, and riper Fears: ſte 
Who gives us Food to eat, Clothing to ſcreenluto 
Our naked Bodies from th injuring Blaſts IA. 
Of Boreal Winds, and mpping Ci Cold of Froſi. 


* 
Next, in the Kale Parts 5 2 ap- / 
peare 0 
CONFESSION dire, whoſe un Train *. 
Terrors © All 


A Poem on Prayer, 7 

Ul fink the Soul down to ber inmoſt Receſs. 
Þ whom ſhou'd. we confeſs ? But t him 

. gainſi whom . 

„ Nve treſpaſi'd, without which his Ven- 

geance waits | 

ſae io be pour d down upon the guilty Heads 

F criminal Offenders. Let us try, 

by fencere Repentance we can move 

Ihe Power Onmipotent to lay afide 

Mb uplifted Thunderbolt of wrathful Doom, 

be furbiſp d Sword of Fuſlice to. replace 

reemfluto its wonted Scabbard there to reſt, 

js 4 certain Evidence of Peace and Pardon. 

is x | Y | 


WR 


PETITION, laſt of all, the fond Deſwe 

ap- being heard, concludes the Parts he 
PRAYER. | 

With gentle Looks and Apes it beholds 


an G 2 The 


Ie eb' univerſal Good of bis Creation. 


26 A Poem on Prayer. 
The Fountain of all Being, who alone Wie 
Up to the Brim can fill its whole Contentt Fre 
The humble, modeſt, and ſubmiſſive Soul, 7 
Reſigning all itfelf to Heav'n's Decrees, 
Obtains Completion of its ardent Suits. I 
To whom can we apply, but unto bim Thi: 
Who*s All-ſufficient for the Indigent, 
Since all our ſþ'ritual and our temp n. 
Wants 
Are eaſy Iſſues of th* Almighty Power, 0 
As there is with bim an exbauſileſs Treaſur: Tan 
Whoe'er this Duty charms, with the ſi To 
preme 
Ruler of all, good Correſpondence bolds. 
The Being of Beings, /lill himſelf doth bin 
To order his Concerns as beſt agrees 
With the wiſe Laws by which he governs a ©. 


The 


— — oo. — 


A Poem on Prayer 77 
We Sins and Dangers, to which helpleſs Mau 
ent from Day to Day's expos'd, — the Aid 
oul, ee Pow! } RO 
es, Wen >: Tow 
. That we may know the Method to perform 
This Task of Prayer, the Author of our 
Faith, . 

al Who came from Heaven n the Wilt 
ond Mind - | 
\ Of onr Creator to reveal to tus, 
e. Taught bis firſt Followers tb' enſuing Plan 
ſu To copy from, and thus his Prayer begins. 


« OuR Father, who, in the celeflia? 
3 cc Domes ; | +3 

f © Hoſt Habiration fixt and permanent, 

i © Aud there, without a Source, deeply re- 
4 fd, 

b doe Dias 


| 78 4 Poem on Prayer, 
Didi live in thine ——_— 
„ OGEEITHOTIIT 
| * « Ard to &evlafling mithown End fol los «H 
« May thy great Name be hallow'd, and thy 
« Sway 
& From Sea to Sea extend. Thy Will be 
« done 
5 Through the Creation wide, as in the 
8 Heavens. | « 7 
ce Our daily Bread, the ow Super of 
cc Life, OK 1 a 
e pray for, and its Fan with | 
cc US ; 
. long as we remain embodied here. 
80 Of all our Debts, we bumbly beg Dif 
cc e bange, N eis L1G 
*. At we unable Debitors forgive, 
1 Aud 


FA 


F 


4 C 


A Poem on Prayer. 79 
And withal lead ur from lep, 


te Snares, 

vr foe for us in Hu Shaper pro: 
hl «x pares, 

« For thine's the Kingdom, Glory and the 
be « Pow'r ; 

« Of Heav'n and Earth thou'rt rightful 
the cc Governor, . 

e Thou who pre ſid ſt o . 
of « Ken,” 
2 To theſe Petitions we ſubſcribe, Amen 
it . 
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Mr. Henry Scougal. 
R. Henry Scougal, Au- | 
thor of the Book in- 
titled, The Life of God in the 
Soul of Man, was born in the 
55 Year 


ad 


74 The Life and Charafter f 
Year 1650. at Salton in Eaſt-Lahe 
thian, where Mr. Patrick Scoyer) 
Aal his Father was a Miniſtepio 

during the Adminiſtration of Often 
liver C. romwel, who, upon thq But 
Reſtoration of King Charles thꝗ am 
Second, accepted of a Cong d 
lire to be Biſhop of Aberdeen 
and continued in that Dioceſ 
for near the Space of Twent 
Years, and was the laſt except 
Biſhop Halibarton in that 


before the Revolution. The Fe 
9 7 in general, from whic a 
the 


f ; Mr. HENRV ScougaL," 75 

Lifhe Doctor deſcended, | were 
corfyery. remarkable for their great 
ſieÞdioderation, as well as their ex- 
 Oftenfive Charity to the Poor. 
th But our Author, with whom 1 
Ade Bloom of his Reaſon and 
eUnderſtanding, gave youthſull 
ei and early Specimens of true 
ty Piety and Virtue; as, even when 
py a Child at School, he did not 
ee fo uſually. frequent the trifling 
Diverſions incident to Chil- 
dren, but, on the contrary, 
Fe *H 2 . would 


76 The Life and Character of 
would rather employ himſelf ie 
the ſerious reading of Book 
while others were taken uf vs 
with Play ; and having, in the * 
reading his Claſſicks with mord 
Attention than moſt of his Co 
temporaries, acquired ſome | 
Knowledge of the Roman Hi 
ſtory, he would ſome Times 
have aſſociated himſelf with] 
ſuch of the Boys as appeared 
to him to have the ripeſt Ge- 
niuſes of his Claſs, whoſe chief 
Diverſion conſiſted in acting 
the 


; 


f | Mr. HNA Scoucal.. 77 


If iſe different Parts of Orators 


| ing paſt through the Schools, 


Progreſs in all the difterent 


|| there: By this Time he had ar- 
rived to ſuch a refined Taſte, 
that he made Choice of thoſe 
two Parts of | Philoſophy, the 
one of which relates to Morals 
ein the Conduct of human Life, 
and the other to Cauſes and 


and Roman Senators. After hay- 


Ibe came to the Univerſity, | 
0 where he made a ſurpriſing - 


Branches of Learning taught | 


H 3 Effects, 


78 The Life and Charader of 
Eſſects, Oc. That he chieflyfſor 
valued theſe, avoiding the Lum-ſſthat 
ber and metaphyſical Stufff Re: 
which involves too many infed, 
idle Diſputes, and ſtriving a- P. 
bout rugged Words and whim- I ma 
ſical Diſtinctions. He, in the I ca 

Nineteenth Year of his Age, 

took his Degrees in the King's 
College of Aberdeen, where he || to 
was immediately ſet to teach 
the Claſs of one of the Regents, 
| who was occaſionally abſent, 
and became fo much eſteemed 
LN jor 


. 


Mr. HENRY Scovear.. 79 
flyfor his Prudence and Literature; 
m. chat his Promotion to one of the 
Regencies immediately happens 
ined, and all the While he taught - 
a- | Philoſophy in the College, he 
n- made it ſubſervient to 3 
e cal , 

, nett cart 
As to e Philoſophy, he 
2 ff took Care to poſſeſs in the Minds 
of his Pupik a juſt Senſe of the 
Beauty, Order and Harmony 

of this ſtately Fabrick of the 

World, and the exquiſite Con- 
trivance 


1 


'Bo The Life and Character of 


_ trivance of the. minuteſt Crea He 
ture, as well as thoſe of the the 
greateſt Magnitude, always, inf ge 
his Lectures, deſcribing the in- en 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs o 
our great Creator, in theſe Pro- 
ductions of all the various Crea- I v 
tures in the univerſal en of 
Nature. | , 
ati n TY 
Ass to the moral Part of Phi- 
Hſaplſy, he endeavoured to guard 
them againſt the dangerous 
Principles of Scepticiſm, and 
| Hobbs's 


Mr. Hexzy Scot 5 FPG g&; * 
re Hobbs's Leviathan, ſhewing, at 
tie the fame Time, wherein the 
8 Beauty of that Part of the Sci- 
r ence conſiſted. 


AFTER having taught Fout 
Fears in the College, he then 
TY was" influenced by ſeverals, to 

whom he ever had particular 

Regard, to undertake the ſa- 
"|| cred Function, and accepted of 
. fimall Charge, called the Pa- 
| riſhof Auchterle/s, about IT wen 
| ty Miles North of Aberdeen, 
where 


bone Year, he was, by the unani- of 


82 The Life and Character of 
where continuing only but fond 


mous Voice of the whole Dio · I pie 
ceſe of Aberdeen, elected Pro- kid 
ſeſſor of Theology, and thus wi 
brought back to that Society % 
wherein he had formerly taught * 
a different Branch of Literature. 


Tuxsn Four Years in which || 4 
he exerced that Office, being || 
the laſt Period of his Life, he 


ſpent the beſt Part of two Sum- 


mers of the Vacation in Eng- 
land, 


I ob. 83 
ind; - coliverſing with Perſons 


| . peng to * great. 
50S 25 K. 8 
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84 The Life and Charafeer of 


Day of June 1678. being alho 
moſt 28 Years of Age, the 
. | {1 
Hi: CHAR ACTER, fo 
Tuxouchobr all his public N 
Life, in him were conf picuoug”/ 
the united Characters of the ex 
cellent Scholar, the polite Gen- 
tleman, and the pious Clergy- 
man. He eſteemed Eloquence, 
or the Art of Perſuaſion, as a 
neceſſary Ingredient of the ma- 
ny Qualifications requiſite in 
thoſe ll * 


1a Ta we ry ©& © 


N Mr. HENRI Scouca L. $5 1 
alShoſe who apply themſelves to 
 ſacerdotal Office, and pre- 
babes three excellent Rules 
for the true Art of Preach- 


' CY 4 ”- - 


8 190. 3 ſach ſraſonable 
and uſeful Subjects ſhould be 
choſen, as may inſtruct the Peo- 
ple's Minds, and better their 
Lives, never entertaining them 
with Debates and Striſes about 
n Words. 


* ee . 
88 — 


| 125 
72 — 4 G * 


* Ach. Tax maſt he 1 
. in tis- Opinion, ſor co nein 
PDiſcourſes, was to make the laſt 
1 Sundis Sermon the Subject of 
by their Meditations as well as men 
del Prayers for the ſacceeding 9 
Rue 't 2 5 ig Arg oe: 


1252 Lada Ven _ KEY 
ro I T Lap. ot nt 


. ; L 7 Py £ 21 de * 
A * of Fe . . 


N 


W 
0 


FEY, 


e * tompek 


5 5 Propoſe ro themſelves the 
'Glory 


z 4 
: 
* 


de Wals bed thy | py { 
Life of Gad in the Soul 7 


uu. Cockburn, in his Preface tg 


the 8vo Edition, mentions ls By 


Latin Tracts in Manuſcript ne- 
ver yet publiſhed, viz. a ſhort 
Syſtem of Moral Phil: Jophy, 
which probably was, compoſed 
during the Time he was Pro- 


1 2 feſſor 


* + 


88 The Life and Charafer ff 
feſfor of that Branch of Learn Ii ff 
ing, for the Uſe of his Claſs; thq 
other two, AP reſervative a 1 
gainſt the Romiſn MiſſionariesY,q 
and the Tract De cura paſtoral, 
would readily have been wrote er 
when he lectured upon Divinit 
in the Profeſſors Chair. 


ob 


Tus J have diſtributed theſe Cl 

Tracts in the Order as it oc- rel 

_ curred to me, leaving ſuch pro- an 

bable Conjectures to the Rea- gr 

ders Candour. J have ſeen alſo. 
Y — aſmalſ 


Mr. Henxy Scoucar. 89 
i inall Pamphlet, called Stow 
Yrs Meditations ; the Characs 
er of which, with his celebrat- 
ea Sermons, I ſhall not take up- 
Jon me to give, fince much bet- 


deter Judges have done it before. 


1 ſhall now conclude with 
obſerving, that Charity and 
ge Chriſtian Moderation were the 
CFreigning Virtues both of him 
0-Fand his Father, who never went | 
great Lengths in the prevailing 
lo Rage of Perſecution incident 
Ulf n 1 3 „ 


99 The Life and Character of 
to that Age wherein they livedſ ſer 
as ſome others were known todq be 
againſt thoſe who differed from fir 
them. But not to inſiſt upon thoſe bl 
Polemicks, when our Authur B. 
died, he fufficiently evidenced A 
the Orthodoxy of his. Principles m 
to thoſe who attended him al ti 

his laſt Exit, intirely relying up 

on the Merits of our bleſſed 
Saviour for his eternal Happi 
neſs. in the future State of Ex 
iſtence. I have ſeen his Monu 
ment at Aberdeen, with an In 
ſcription 


ed (ription in Lan, which wou 
q be ſuperfluous to inſert. hers, 
fince it has been already pu- 
bliſhed with fome of his Works: 
But furely his Liſe and pions 
Attions are far preferable to the 
les} moſtfamous Monuments of Au 
at e 1 N 
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e 'SCOUGALLIUS, 
Petri olim Abredonenſis epiſcopi fi- 
nus ſecundo natus, inter clericos ſui ſæculi 
notabiliſſimus; juvenis pietate, pruden- 
tia & literis inſignis; multa brevi anno- 
rum vigeſimorum octavorum -curriculo 
docuir, didicit, præſtititque; coli avidus, 
coeloque maturus, anno æris Chriſtianz 
1678. vitam cum morte mutavit. 

Ut olim ab Horatio dictum Quintili 
mortem deflentem, ita variatione baud 
magna SCOUGALLII noſtri deſcriptio- 
nem expedire licebit. OW | 

Ergo SCOUGALLIUM perpetuus ſopor 
« Urger > Cui pietas, & juſtitiæ ſoror 
& Incorrupra fides, nudaque veritas, 

& Quando ullum inveniemus parem ? 

« Multis ille bonis flebilis occidir : 

6 Nulla flebilior quam tibi, GARDEN! 
« Nos truſtra pii, heu, non ita creditum 
ce Poſcimus SCOUGALLIUM Deum 

& Levius tamen vitz ſectatoribus 

% Quicquid corrigere eſt nefas. 


A& 


0 


en. 


us, 


lit 


A ſhort Deſcription of the Author. 


ENRY SCOUGAL, ſtrend Ste 9 
Peter late Biſhop of Aberdeer 2 
moſt remarkable among the Clergymen 
that Century in which he lived ; a Youti 
renowned for Piety, Prudence and Litera- 
ture ; he taught and learned much, and 
performed many valuable Actions in the 
ſhort Space of twenty eight Vears ; and be- 
mg fond of Heaven, and ripe for the hea- 
venly State, be ceaſed to live in the Body, 
and entred upon a new Scene of Life in i 
other World, in the Year 1 Lord 1678. 
As it was once e. by Horace, when la- 
menting the Death of Quinrilius, ſo we may 
be allowed to uſe it in finiſhing the Charac- 
ter, and lamenting the Death of our Scougal. 
And is then Scougal now no more? Has 
Death in everlaſling Slumber ſeal d his Eyes? 
Ab, when ſpall we, Piety, and Faith Fuſtice's 
Siſter incorrupt, and undiſſembling Truth, 
his Compeer find! He died lamented by all 
good Men ; but by none ſo much asthee, O 
* Garden | In vain we with our ceaſeleſs 
Prayers folicite God to ſend him back again, 
It is hard, I grant, but it becomes more to- 
lerable to the Imitators of his Life, to ſuf= . 
fer what cannot now be redreſſed. © 


* Dr. G den, ho preached Dr, Scougal's Fune - 
ral-Sermon. T 
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